
Upcoming DFO Field Trips
 

Washington Park (Developing Birder Trip)

Friday, October 16

6:45 AM - 8:00 AM

Ryan Corda  (Email: ryan.corda@colorado.edu  Phone: 3038547514)

Trail Difficulty: Easy

Maximum Participants: 8

Directions: Meet SE side of Grasmere Lake in Denver's Washington Park. Enter the Park on the southeast side, near

where S. Franklin Street and E. Arizona Avenue meet. This intersection is close to the nesting island in the southern lake -

- Grasmere Lake. Meet at the island area.

Join us for a weekly walk around Grasmere Lake in Washington Park in search of ducks and other birds!
Our focus will be on duck identification, but we'll be on the lookout for sparrows, gulls, geese, and whatever
else may show up; we'll also keep an eye on how the park's bird population evolves throughout the season.
We'll be using a lot of the duck identification tips found in the "Better Duck" BIRD BOMBS episode:
https://youtu.be/8wg_AX28bKk?si=szuB9ZbiByWVvvqL 
 

Join us for a weekly walk around Grasmere Lake in Washington Park in search of ducks and other birds!
Our focus will be on duck identification, but we'll be on the lookout for sparrows, gulls, geese, and whatever
else may show up; we'll also keep an eye on how the park's bird population evolves throughout the season.
We'll be using a lot of the duck identification tips found in the "Better Duck" BIRD BOMBS episode:
https://youtu.be/8wg_AX28bKk?si=szuB9ZbiByWVvvqL 
Plan for up to 2 miles of walking, mostly on paved paths. As always, birders of all experience levels are
welcome. Bring binoculars, water, layers, and a scope if available (we'll have mine to share, too). There are a
variety of porta-potties around the park. 
 
 
 

Lakewood

Friday, October 16

7:30 AM - 11:00 AM

David Suddjian  (Email: dsuddjian@gmail.com  Phone: 831-713-8659)

Trail Difficulty: Easy

Maximum Participants: 6

Directions: Meet at the parking lot which is on the south side of Main Reservoir. The lot is located 1/2 block west of S

Kipling Pkwy on W Florida Ave, just west of the Starbucks parking lot.

This trip is "Bare Naked Birding"! That means NO binoculars, scopes, cameras or Merlin ID. We will
encounter birds more au natural as we rely on our eyes and ears, other senses, and our knowledge to identify
and experience the birds. It will be just as fun. You will be surprised at how you can strengthen your skills, and
even feel liberated from the birding equipment that we tote. You are encouraged to leave your phone in the car,
or in your pocket. We will start at Main Reservoir and visit one or two other spots, too. Plan for up to two miles
of walking on level terrain. Bring a snack and drink. Restrooms available at the first spot. Clothing is optional.
Leave your optics behind.  



Mount Zion Hawk Watch at Windy Saddle Park (Developing Birder Trip)

Saturday, October 17

8:15 AM - 12:00 PM

Ajit Antony & Liza Antony  (Email: aiantony@earthlink.net  Phone: 9144757819)

Trail Difficulty: Moderate

Maximum Participants: 11

Directions: Meet at Lookout Parking Lot at 2151 Lookout Mountain Rd in Golden.

Mount Zion Hawk Watch Field trip. The last trip on October 3, 2026 yielded 30 migrant raptors and many
local ones entering 4 close up golden eagles. Join this trip to the Mount Zion Hawk Watch, the only fall hawk
watch in Colorado. We will see red tails, Turkey vultures, likely kestrels, Cooper's, and potentially 17 species of
raptors. Identifying flying raptors is very different from IDing them when perched. The criteria used are
different, with less emphasis on color of different parts and a greater emphasis on structure and flight style.
Many of the raptors at this site can be distant but we will focus on those that are nearer and moderate distance
relatively easily findable with binoculars. Bring your binoculars, scope if you have one, camera, bird/hawk
books, drinks and sunscreen. Dark glasses are helpful. There is a 15 minute steep walk up to the hawk watch
site, hiking poles are helpful, that's why it's rated moderately strenuous. You can download the free Raptor ID
app from Hawkwatch International available both for Android and iPhone. To view this year's results at the
Mount Zion Hawkwatch go to Hawkcount.org, click on Find a Hawk Watch in the left sidebar, click on
Colorado on the map and click on this hawk watch. 
 
 

Fairmount Cemetery/High Line Canal (Denver County)

Sunday, October 18

7:30 AM - 11:30 AM

Jason Bidgood  (Email: jbidgood@hotmail.com  Phone: 303-919-4591)

Trail Difficulty: Moderate

Maximum Participants: 12

Directions: Use the Fairmount Cemetery north entrance on E Alameda Ave that is just east of S Quebec St. Follow the

signs within the cemetery a short distance south of the entrance gate to the parking lot near the Chapel in the Pines in the

northwest corner of the Fairmount Cemetery.

We will be birding near the peak of autumn in one of Denver's finest arboretums. We will be on the lookout
for winter sparrows like Dark-eyed Juncos and White-crowned sparrows and mixed flocks of chickadees,
Brown Creepers, Red-breasted nuthatches, and Ruby-crowned Kinglets. Townsend’s Solitaires are expected
here and I’m hoping we’ll find a variety of woodpeckers. We'll walk roughly 3 miles on mostly paved paths.
Restrooms are available in the Mausoleum after 9 a.m., and we will plan our route accordingly. 
 

Confluence Open Space (Aurora)

Wednesday, October 21

8:00 AM - 10:30 AM

Cynthia Cestkowski  (Email: cestkowc@comcast.net  Phone: 303-550-0905)

Trail Difficulty: Moderate

Maximum Participants: 8

Directions: Meet at the parking area for the Coal Creek Arena at 20255 East 6th Ave in Aurora.



Confluence Open Space is a 60 acre natural area in Aurora that is not open to the public. It is home to
nesting Bald Eagles and can only be visited August-November, with permission from the Aurora Open Space
Division. There are ponds, wetlands and cottonwood trees to explore. We will walk about 1.5 miles. There are
no formal trails so long pants and sturdy shoes are recommended. Confluence Open Space is located about
¼mile east of our Coal Creek Arena meeting place.  We will drive to the open space.  A portable restroom is
available at Coal Creek Arena. Please bring binoculars, water, sunscreen and bug spray. Scopes could be helpful
if you have one, and the leader will have one to share.  There are few checklists for this location so it will be
very nice to have DFO come visit and add to the birding data here!   
 

Clear Creek Trail

Wednesday, October 21

4:00 PM - 6:30 PM

Linda Purcell  (Email: purcellzz@hotmail.com  Phone: 13035037989)

Trail Difficulty: Moderate

Maximum Participants: 6

Directions: Meet in the small parking lot on the south side of E. 74th, just west of the Platte River.

This late afternoon trip will focus on waterfowl and late fall/early winter species of migrants and winter
inhabitants. There is no hotspot for this stretch, however the nearby hotspot of South Platte E. 74th Ave. area
shows alot of variety. We will be exploring a stretch of Clear Creek that is seldom birded, especially this time of
year! We will meet at the location listed, and then carpool to a couple of spots along Clear Creek, visiting small
reservoirs as well as the Creek itself. Bring water, snack, good shoes as we'll be doing bushwacking over
uneven ground to access the riparian area and Creek banks. Binoculars, and a camera if you wish. This is the
last bit of Clear Creek Birding Adventure series moving downstream - the field trip series started on a very
brisk morning, Dec 1, 2025, with Discovery #1, Lowell Ponds Open Space! 
 

Chatfield State Park

Thursday, October 22

6:45 AM - 8:30 AM

Cynthia Breidenbach & Joey Kellner  (Email: thebreidenbachs1@comcast.net  Phone: 3038756516)

Trail Difficulty: Easy

Directions: Meet at the Catfish Flats parking area on the west side of the reservoir. From the park's western entrance off

Wadsworth Blvd., turn right (south) onto the park perimeter road and go approximately 1/2 mile to the signed Catfish

Flats parking lot on the left.

Drop-in anytime to watch the birds as the sun rises over the reservoir in Chatfield State Park. Bring
binoculars, scopes, cameras, a lawn chair (or sit at the picnic table), and a jacket. Donuts and coffee provided.
 Expect to see waterfowl, herons, shorebirds, sparrows, raptors, pelicans, warblers, finches, raptors. A Colorado
State Park pass is required. Go to the Catfish Flats Parking Lot. Meet at the picnic tables near the northeast
corner of the parking lot. Vault toilets are available at the southwest corner of the parking lot. Sunrise time for
10/22/2026 is 7:17 am. Astronomical twilight begins at 5:45 am, nautical twilight begins at 6:18 am and civil
twilight at 6:50 am. 
 

Washington Park (Developing Birder Trip)

Friday, October 23



6:45 AM - 8:00 AM

Ryan Corda  (Email: ryan.corda@colorado.edu  Phone: 3038547514)

Trail Difficulty: Easy

Maximum Participants: 8

Directions: Meet SE side of Grasmere Lake in Denver's Washington Park. Enter the Park on the southeast side, near

where S. Franklin Street and E. Arizona Avenue meet. This intersection is close to the nesting island in the southern lake -

- Grasmere Lake. Meet at the island area.

Join us for a weekly walk around Grasmere Lake in Washington Park in search of ducks and other birds!
Our focus will be on duck identification, but we'll be on the lookout for sparrows, gulls, geese, and whatever
else may show up; we'll also keep an eye on how the park's bird population evolves throughout the season.
We'll be using a lot of the duck identification tips found in the "Better Duck" BIRD BOMBS episode:
https://youtu.be/8wg_AX28bKk?si=szuB9ZbiByWVvvqL 
 

Join us for a weekly walk around Grasmere Lake in Washington Park in search of ducks and other birds!
Our focus will be on duck identification, but we'll be on the lookout for sparrows, gulls, geese, and whatever
else may show up; we'll also keep an eye on how the park's bird population evolves throughout the season.
We'll be using a lot of the duck identification tips found in the "Better Duck" BIRD BOMBS episode:
https://youtu.be/8wg_AX28bKk?si=szuB9ZbiByWVvvqL 
Plan for up to 2 miles of walking, mostly on paved paths. As always, birders of all experience levels are
welcome. Bring binoculars, water, layers, and a scope if available (we'll have mine to share, too). There are a
variety of porta-potties around the park. 
 
 
 

Denver City Park (Denver County) (Patch Birding Trip)

Sunday, October 25

7:30 AM - 11:00 AM

Patrick O'Driscoll  (Email: patodrisk@gmail.com  Phone: 303-885-6955 mobile)

Trail Difficulty: Easy

Maximum Participants: 12

Directions: Meet at rock garden parking inside southeast corner of City Park. Take Colorado Blvd to Montview Blvd

stoplight, turning west through gateway pillars into small traffic circle. Exit south on the park road, going all the way

down, curving west into parking loop meeting spot.

As autumn deepens, we'll scan City Park for late migrants (we had a few warblers, a kinglet and a
yellowthroat a year ago this week) and any new arrivals for the winter (waterfowl especially, including Hooded
Mergansers, but also solitaires, gulls, juncos and other sparrows). The weather may dictate who shows up when.
25-35 species are quite possible. This is my 2-3 x a week patch, and I'll show you spots where year-round
residents and seasonal visitors might be. Dress for the weather, bring water/snacks. There are several porta-
johns around the park. We'll meet at the City Park Rock Garden parking loop in the SE corner of the park, south
of the museum. 
 

Heron Pond Natural Area / Heller Open Space (Denver County)

Sunday, October 25



7:30 AM - 10:45 AM

Linda Purcell & David Suddjian  (Email: purcellzz@hotmail.com  Phone: 13035037989)

Trail Difficulty: Easy

Maximum Participants: 10

Directions: Meet at the parking lot/cul-de-sac at Heron Pond. Directions: From I-70 take Washington Street exit. Drive

north to 54th Avenue and turn right. Go east 2-3 blocks to "T" at Franklin Street. Turn right and go south to 53rd. Turn

right again and go 1 block west to parking area / turnaround. From I-25: take 58th Avenue exit, go east to Washington and

turn right. Drive south to 54th Avenue. Turn left and follow same directions to Heron Pond.

This trip was rescheduled from September.   The official ribbon cutting is Saturday, Sept 26 and everything
should be fully open for our visit Oct 25.  This Pond and Natural Area improvement process has been closely
watched by local birders! This part people-park &part natural area, was reclaimed from contamination and
industrialization starting in the 1800's.  Now it is an unexpected refuge for waterfowl, shorebirds, songbirds and
more.  This is a big place.  There is plenty of  untouched wetland and mature riparian habitat to keep us
occupied!   Our trip route goes around the pond and its marshlands, through fields in neighboring Heller Open
Space, then south to Carpio Sanguinette Park and South Platte River - all tucked in the shadows of recycling
yeards and urban industry.   Bring water, snacks, sun protection. Dress for the weather, and in layers.  Long
pants and good shoes or boots are necessary for the limited bushwacking needed. Binoculars, a camera if you
wish. Leader will have a scope. 
 

This trip was rescheduled from September.   The official ribbon cutting is Saturday, Sept 26 and everything
should be fully open for our visit Oct 25.  This Pond and Natural Area improvement process has been closely
watched by local birders! This part people-park &part natural area, was reclaimed from contamination and
industrialization starting in the 1800's.  Now it is an unexpected refuge for waterfowl, shorebirds, songbirds and
more.  This is a big place.  There is plenty of  untouched wetland and mature riparian habitat to keep us
occupied!   Our trip route goes around the pond and its marshlands, through fields in neighboring Heller Open
Space, then south to Carpio Sanguinette Park and South Platte River - all tucked in the shadows of recycling
yeards and urban industry.   Bring water, snacks, sun protection. Dress for the weather, and in layers.  Long
pants and good shoes or boots are necessary for the limited bushwacking needed. Binoculars, a camera if you
wish. Leader will have a scope. 
If you are able to attend the ribbon cutting Sept 26 please do so!   Say hello to the employees of the city who
have done so much to make this a great space!   
 

Robert A. Easton Regional Park

Sunday, October 25

7:30 AM - 11:00 AM

David Suddjian  (Email: dsuddjian@gmail.com  Phone: 831-713-8659)

Trail Difficulty: Easy

Maximum Participants: 6

Directions: Meet at the parking lot off South Van Gordon Way. From the intersection of South Simms Street and West

Coal Mine Avenue go west on Coal Mine and take the first right onto South Van Gordon. The parking lot is immediately

on the left, near the tennis courts.

This trip is "Bare Naked Birding"! That means NO binoculars, scopes, cameras or Merlin ID. We will
encounter birds more au natural as we rely on our eyes and ears, other senses, and our knowledge to identify
and experience the birds. It will be just as fun. You will be surprised at how you can strengthen your skills, and



even feel liberated from the birding equipment that we tote. You are encouraged to leave your phone in the car,
or in your pocket. We will start at Main Reservoir and visit one or two other spots, too. Plan for up to two miles
of walking on level terrain. Bring a snack and drink. Restrooms available at the first spot. Clothing is optional.
Leave your optics behind.  
 

Eleven Mile Canyon

Friday, October 30

6:00 AM - 4:00 PM

David Suddjian  (Email: dsuddjian@gmail.com  Phone: 831-713-8659)

Trail Difficulty: Easy

Maximum Participants: 8

Directions: Meet at Lowe's in Castle Rock near the outlet stores.  I-25 south, exit at Founders/Meadows Pkwy (exit 184),

turn right (west), then right on Santa Fe Dr (Hwy 85), then right on New Beale St. Exact address 1360 New Beale St,

Castle Rock, CO 80108

 

Explore beautiful granite Eleven Mile Canyon upstream from from Lake George. We may see many
American Dippers, and some variety of other land and water birds are expected. A Nor. Pygmy-Owl might
show up. The canyon road offers fine views of the South Platte river, plus white water rapids, domes and high
cliffs. We will make short walks of less than a mile. Bring lunch, snack, and drinks. There is a small entry fee
for each vehicle that we can share. We will carpool from the meeting spot. A second meeting spot will be
announced to rendesvous with birders from the Colorado Springs area.  
 

Washington Park (Developing Birder Trip)

Friday, October 30

6:45 AM - 8:00 AM

Ryan Corda  (Email: ryan.corda@colorado.edu  Phone: 3038547514)

Trail Difficulty: Easy

Maximum Participants: 8

Directions: Meet SE side of Grasmere Lake in Denver's Washington Park. Enter the Park on the southeast side, near

where S. Franklin Street and E. Arizona Avenue meet. This intersection is close to the nesting island in the southern lake -

- Grasmere Lake. Meet at the island area.

Join us for a weekly walk around Grasmere Lake in Washington Park in search of ducks and other birds!
Our focus will be on duck identification, but we'll be on the lookout for sparrows, gulls, geese, and whatever
else may show up; we'll also keep an eye on how the park's bird population evolves throughout the season.
We'll be using a lot of the duck identification tips found in the "Better Duck" BIRD BOMBS episode:
https://youtu.be/8wg_AX28bKk?si=szuB9ZbiByWVvvqL 
 

Join us for a weekly walk around Grasmere Lake in Washington Park in search of ducks and other birds!
Our focus will be on duck identification, but we'll be on the lookout for sparrows, gulls, geese, and whatever
else may show up; we'll also keep an eye on how the park's bird population evolves throughout the season.
We'll be using a lot of the duck identification tips found in the "Better Duck" BIRD BOMBS episode:
https://youtu.be/8wg_AX28bKk?si=szuB9ZbiByWVvvqL 
Plan for up to 2 miles of walking, mostly on paved paths. As always, birders of all experience levels are
welcome. Bring binoculars, water, layers, and a scope if available (we'll have mine to share, too). There are a



variety of porta-potties around the park. 
 
 
 

South Platte Park--South End

Friday, October 30

8:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Cynthia Breidenbach & Julia Gwinn  (Email: thebreidenbachs1@comcast.net  Phone: 3038756516)

Trail Difficulty: Moderate

Maximum Participants: 10

Directions: Meet at parking lot adjoining the South Platte Reservoir.  The reservoir is just north of Chatfield off of C-470.

Take C-470 to the Wadsworth Blvd exit and turn north onto Wadsworth.  Turn right (east) on West Chatfield Avenue and

follow the road for 1.5 miles. Make a sharp turn right at the sign that says South Platte Reservoir and follow the access

road around to the parking lot.

Join us as we explore the lakes and river at South Platte Park in Littleton. Year-round birds include
kingfishers, woodpeckers, nuthatches, raptors, finches, herons and sparrows. There may be some fall migrating
warblers and waterfowl. Our walk is approximately 2 miles on cement and dirt trails with no elevation gain. The
bird walk is rated as moderate because we MAY cross a cement walkway with large boulders. No special
equipment is required but expect some light scrambling if we choose this path. Trails can be muddy following
precipitation. Bring binoculars, water, snacks, sunscreen and appropriate clothing layers. Scopes and cameras
are welcome. A vault toilet restroom is available at the beginning of the walk near the parking area. This will be
the only restroom and it will be our first stop once we leave the parking lot. 
 

Chatfield State Park - Marina sandspit

Saturday, October 31

8:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Joey Kellner  (Email: vireo1@comcast.net  Phone: 303-594-3638)

Trail Difficulty: Moderate

Directions: From the park perimeter road near the eastern entrance, proceed to the Marina and park and meet in the

Killdeer Parking Area directly adjacent to the Marina Sandspit.

This is a once a month (dates vary) four hour bird trip. We will bird several locations inside Chatfield State
Park to cover a variety of habitats while looking and listening for species present in season. Come prepared for
varying weather and trail conditions. March - May --> we will be looking for spring migrants, while building
skills to identify resident birds June - July --> we will look for evidence of birds breeding inside the park
August - November --> we will look for fall migrants and early wintering species December - NO BIRD FIELD
TRIP (Instead, please consider helping out with the Denver Christmas Bird Count)! January - February --> we
will be looking at year-round resident birds and wintering species. 
 

Mountain Lakes and Scoter Trip

Saturday, November 7

5:00 AM - 6:00 PM

Joey Kellner  (Email: vireo1@comcast.net  Phone: 303-594-3638)

Trail Difficulty: Strenuous



Maximum Participants: 12

Directions: On Deer Creek Rd west of S Wadsworth Blvd, south of C-470.

Join an ALL-DAY search for migrant grebes, loons, scoters and other waterbirds. We will be driving a
large loop (about 360 miles) through the southern Front Range and covering bodies of water in Park, Chaffee,
Lake and Summit counties. Candidate reservoirs and lakes may be Dillon, Clear Creek, Twin, Antero, Eleven
Mile, Spinney Mountain, the Mount Elbert Forebay and others.  Bring breakfast and lunch and come prepared
for all kinds of weather and the wide variety of driving conditions November can bring. A State Parks pass is
required for the drivers of carpooling vehicles.  I will drive and take three people.  I will need to two additional
volunteer drivers that can take three people each.  This trip is tagged as "Strenuous" as it involves a long day
with lots of driving and frequently getting in and out of vehicles to scan lakes from various angles.  This trip is
more enjoyable if you bring your own spotting scope, but if you don't have one, myself and others will share
what we are seeing. :-) 
 

Lake Pueblo State Park

Saturday, November 7

6:00 AM - 4:00 PM

David Suddjian  (Email: dsuddjian@gmail.com  Phone: 831-713-8659)

Trail Difficulty: Moderate

Maximum Participants: 8

Directions: Meet at Lowe's in Castle Rock near the outlet stores.  I-25 south, exit at Founders/Meadows Pkwy (exit 184),

turn right (west), then right on Santa Fe Dr (Hwy 85), then right on New Beale St. Exact address 1360 New Beale St,

Castle Rock, CO 80108

 

We will look for birds at Lake Pueblo State Park and nearby spots. Waterbirds will be a major focus – we’ll
scan for loons, ducks, grebes, gulls and more from the lake’s best vantage points – but we’ll also be alert for
raptors and land birds in the park’s upland habitats. Our itinerary will be flexible based on recent reports,
weather conditions and time. We’ll spend the morning and a several hours of the afternoon in or near the park,
so pack a lunch, water and such and remember to bring along warm layers in the event of chilling fall breezes.
Bring a spotting scope if you habe one. State Parks pass required for vehicles in the park, and everyone needs a
Parks and Wildlife habitat pass or fishing lisence for a visit to the Swallows SWA. A Pueblo area meet-up spot
will be announced for birders from El Paso or Pueblo counties.  
 

Rocky Mountain Arsenal NWR

Sunday, November 15

8:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Jason Bidgood  (Email: jbidgood@hotmail.com  Phone: 303-919-4591)

Trail Difficulty: Moderate

Maximum Participants: 8

Directions: Meet at the Arsenal Visitors Center, 6550 Gateway Rd, Commerce City, CO. General directions: On I-70 east,

take exit 278, turn left onto Quebec St, turn right onto E 64th Ave, turn left onto Trenton St, continue onto Gateway Rd to

Visitor Center.

For this trip we'll visit several of the lakes - Lower Derby, Lake Ladora, Lake Mary and Havana Ponds.
Plan to walk 2 to 3 miles on mostly level, well maintained trails. We'll be looking for fall migrants and our
winter resident birds. Expect to spend time looking for a variety of water birds such as ducks, geese, grebes, and



gulls. Birders of all experience levels are welcome. Please bring water and snack. Binoculars and a scope, if you
have one, are recommended. Restrooms will be available between stops.  
 

South Platte Park and Carson Nature Center

Friday, November 20

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Cynthia Breidenbach & Julia Gwinn  (Email: thebreidenbachs1@comcast.net  Phone: 3038756516)

Trail Difficulty: Moderate

Maximum Participants: 15

Directions: Meet at Carson Nature Center, north of Mineral Ave, 1 block west of S Santa Fe Drive. 3000 W Carson Dr,

Littleton, CO 80120

Surprise! We are doing something different this month at South Platte Park. DFO and Denver Audubon are
partnering with South Suburban Parks and Recreation District (SSPRD) to see the restricted-access Cooley
Lake area in South Platte Park. Bart Deferme, Park Interpreter II, from SSPRD will help guide our group into
this area. In the past three years at this time in November, Common Mergansers have been seen in large
numbers using Cooley Lake as a stopover during their migration. The area includes established trails and sage
grass fields with no trails. Long pants are advised and sturdy shoes are advised. Dress for the weather in layers.
Meet at Carson Nature Center on the west deck. The walk will be about 2 miles round trip. Bring binoculars,
water, snack, and sunscreen. Scopes will be very helpful and the leaders will have scopes to share. A bathroom
is available at Carson Nature Center at the beginning of the walk. That will be the only rest room. Note that
parking can be challenging at the parking lot next to the Nature Center. The RTD Light Rail Parking Lot is one
block away if needed.  
 

Prospect Park (Wheat Ridge Greenbelt) (Developing Birder Trip)

Saturday, November 21

7:30 AM - 10:30 AM

Shay Lyons  (Email: saratone@gmail.com  Phone: 3034085182)

Trail Difficulty: Easy

Maximum Participants: 10

Directions: From I-70 exit 267, take Kipling south about 3/4 mile and turn right (west) on 44th Avenue. Go 1 mile and

look for the entrance to Prospect Park (small sign) on left (south side). Follow park road south past and around Prospect

Lake on right to parking lot (by restrooms and picnic shelter).

We'll walk 2ish miles on mostly paved, some dirt, some boardwalk surfaces, exploring 3 or 4 lakes and
some woodlands depending on time. Expect to see some year round and early migratory ducks, songbirds, and
raptors. Bring water, snacks, layers, a hat, and binoculars. You're welcome to bring a scope if you have one, and
the trip leader will be bringing theirs. This is a great trip for developing and experienced birders alike! 
 

Wild Turkey Search at South Platte Park

Thursday, November 26

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Cynthia Breidenbach & Julia Gwinn  (Email: thebreidenbachs1@comcast.net  Phone: 3038756516)

Trail Difficulty: Moderate

Maximum Participants: 16



Directions: Meet at Carson Nature Center, north of Mineral Ave, 1 block west of S Santa Fe Drive. 3000 W Carson Dr,

Littleton, CO 80120

Mission: Find a rafter of Wild Turkeys on Thanksgiving Day. Are you up for the challenge? This adventure
will begin at the parking lot of Carson Nature Center in South Platte Park. From there, our posse will slowly trot
along the east side of South Platte River looking for our target bird. We hope to see other birds, too, such as
woodpeckers, hawks, sparrows, kingfishers and waterfowl. The trip is designated as moderate difficulty because
the trail is dirt and could be muddy or slushy or strewn with turkeys depending on the weather. We will be
walking about 3 miles with no elevation gain. Restrooms (nice indoor ones) are available at the Carson Nature
Center. This will be the only restroom available. The trip will have 3 leaders: Cindy Breidenbach, Julia Gwinn,
and Nadiyah Watts 
 

Chatfield State Park - Marina sandspit

Saturday, November 28

8:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Joey Kellner  (Email: vireo1@comcast.net  Phone: 303-594-3638)

Trail Difficulty: Moderate

Directions: From the park perimeter road near the eastern entrance, proceed to the Marina and park and meet in the

Killdeer Parking Area directly adjacent to the Marina Sandspit.

This is a once a month (dates vary) four hour bird trip. We will bird several locations inside Chatfield State
Park to cover a variety of habitats while looking and listening for species present in season. Come prepared for
varying weather and trail conditions. March - May --> we will be looking for spring migrants, while building
skills to identify resident birds June - July --> we will look for evidence of birds breeding inside the park
August - November --> we will look for fall migrants and early wintering species December - NO BIRD FIELD
TRIP (Instead, please consider helping out with the Denver Christmas Bird Count)! January - February --> we
will be looking at year-round resident birds and wintering species. 
 

South Platte Park--South End

Friday, December 18

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Cynthia Breidenbach & Julia Gwinn  (Email: thebreidenbachs1@comcast.net  Phone: 3038756516)

Trail Difficulty: Moderate

Maximum Participants: 10

Directions: Meet at parking lot adjoining the South Platte Reservoir.  The reservoir is just north of Chatfield off of C-470.

Take C-470 to the Wadsworth Blvd exit and turn north onto Wadsworth.  Turn right (east) on West Chatfield Avenue and

follow the road for 1.5 miles. Make a sharp turn right at the sign that says South Platte Reservoir and follow the access

road around to the parking lot.

Join us as we explore the lakes and river at South Platte Park in Littleton. Year-round birds include
kingfishers, woodpeckers, nuthatches, raptors, finches, herons and sparrows. In December, expect to see many
waterfowl returning for the winter with some stopping on their migration south. Our walk is approximately 2
miles on cement and dirt trails with no elevation gain. The bird walk is rated as moderate because we MAY
cross a cement walkway with large boulders. No special equipment is required but expect some light scrambling
if we choose this path. Trails can be muddy following precipitation. Bring binoculars, water, snacks, sunscreen
and appropriate clothing layers. Scopes and cameras are welcome. A vault toilet restroom is available at the
beginning of the walk near the parking area. This will be the only restroom and it will be our first stop once we



leave the parking lot. 
 

Broomfield CBC (Section 5)

Sunday, December 27

7:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Brian Genge  (Email: bgenge2@gmail.com  Phone: 7203765087)

Trail Difficulty: Moderate

Directions: From Hwy 85 take Henderson Road west to Park Blvd. Go north on Park, then right on Campground Road.

Meet in the parking area across from Riverdale Park Playground. Coordinates 39.929807, -104.869958

This field trip is a dedicated segment of the annual Broomfield Christmas Bird Count, focusing exclusively
on Section 5. Section 5 is a large, diverse area running from the South Platte River in the East to I-25 in the
West, and from Highway 7 in the North to 128th Avenue in the South. Here is a full map of this section and the
count circle.
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/1/viewer?mid=1e_NlnDWgYhxNjhHaMh_ctDbqO8VCXAs&ll=39.976090
59689232%2C-104.99369700000001&z=11 We will start our day at the Adams County Fairgrounds, located in
the southeastern part of our count area. The day's birding will cover a variety of key habitats, including the
Adams County Fairgrounds, the South Platte adjacent reservoirs and accessible river portions, Marshall Lake,
Hunters Glenn, Trail Winds Park, and Big Dry Creek Open Space, and more hotspots. A significant part of our
count will also involve neighborhood birding within this developed area. Participants should be prepared for a
full day of activity, which may involve as much as 6-8 miles of walking throughout the day. However, since the
count is within a relatively developed area, we will never be far from facilities. We will make stops as needed
for restrooms, water, and food. We will be conducting the count as a single, coordinated group throughout the
section. We will carpool from our meeting location to make this more efficient. The counting is expected to
conclude by no later than 4:00 PM, though we will likely finish earlier. After the count, there is an optional final
tally at a Broomfield city facility where all teams from the various sections will gather to report their findings. 
 


