
Upcoming DFO Field Trips
 

Denver Botanic Gardens at Chatfield

Friday, July 24

8:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Judy McKeon & David Suddjian  (Email: judy.mckeon@gmail.com  Phone: 215-804-7731)

Trail Difficulty: Easy

Maximum Participants: 8

Directions: Meet at the South Trailhead parking lot for South Valley Park. From C470 take Wadsworth Blvd south, then

right (west) on W. Deer Creek Canyon Road. Proceed west on Deer Creek Canyon Road to the South Valley Park South

Trailhead lot on the right after passing Cougar Road. 

Hummers love the Botanic Gardens at Chatfield, and we might see four different species. We will begin,
looking for White-throated Swifts and other birds (maybe Lazuli, Plumbeous and Chat) along Deer Creek near
the South Trailhead for South Valley Park. Then we will migrate to the gardens to watch the hummers. Plan for
warm weather with liquids, hat and sunscreen. There is an entry fee for the Botanic Gardens.  
 

Tucker Gulch (Developing Birder Trip)

Friday, July 24

4:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Ryan Corda  (Email: ryan.corda@colorado.edu  Phone: 3038547514)

Trail Difficulty: Easy

Maximum Participants: 8

Directions: Meet at Tucker Gulch at East Street just south of 1st Street in Golden

Join us for an exploration of Tucker Gulch in search of some interesting birds! The riparian corridor should
host a nice array of birds, with a variety of year-round residents and breeding birds. Of course, birders of all
experience levels are welcome. We'll be using some of the identification tips and habitat concepts found in the
"BIRD BOMBS: Habitat Blast: Riparian Zone" BIRD BOMBS episode:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vd3aHNdvvbA 
 

Join us for an exploration of Tucker Gulch in search of some interesting birds! The riparian corridor should
host a nice array of birds, with a variety of year-round residents and breeding birds. Of course, birders of all
experience levels are welcome. We'll be using some of the identification tips and habitat concepts found in the
"BIRD BOMBS: Habitat Blast: Riparian Zone" BIRD BOMBS episode:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vd3aHNdvvbA 
Plan for up to 2 miles of walking, mostly on paved paths. Bring binoculars, water, a snack, and layers. There are
no restrooms on our route, but there is a nearby gas station if you'd like to stop beforehand. 
 

Chatfield State Park - Marina sandspit

Saturday, July 25

7:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Joey Kellner  (Email: vireo1@comcast.net  Phone: 303-594-3638)

Trail Difficulty: Moderate

Directions: From the park perimeter road near the eastern entrance, proceed to the Marina and park and meet in the

Killdeer Parking Area directly adjacent to the Marina Sandspit.



This is a once a month (dates vary) four hour bird trip. We will bird several locations inside Chatfield State
Park to cover a variety of habitats while looking and listening for species present in season. Come prepared for
varying weather and trail conditions. March - May --> we will be looking for spring migrants, while building
skills to identify resident birds June - July --> we will look for evidence of birds breeding inside the park
August - November --> we will look for fall migrants and early wintering species December - NO BIRD FIELD
TRIP (Instead, please consider helping out with the Denver Christmas Bird Count)! January - February --> we
will be looking at year-round resident birds and wintering species. 
 

Summer Hummers at Lyons

Saturday, July 25

8:00 AM - 10:30 AM

Ryan Corda  (Email: ryan.corda@colorado.edu  Phone: 3038547514)

Trail Difficulty: Easy

Maximum Participants: 13

Directions: Meet at the parking lot west of the public restrooms in Sandstone Park in Lyons.

Enjoy watching the hummingbird action at the feeders at Raymond Davis's home in the foothills near
Lyons. We can hope for four species of hummers: Broad-tailed, Rufous, Calliope and Black-chinned. There are
also other feeders and nesting boxes, and a variety of other foothills birds may be observed. We'll mostly be
viewing the feeder area with minimal walking.  
 

Bailey Region (Park and Jefferson Counties)

Wednesday, July 29

7:00 AM - 11:30 AM

Anne Craig  (Email: naturallyjax@gmail.com  Phone: 904-629-4248)

Trail Difficulty: Easy

Maximum Participants: 7

Directions: Meet at the Aspen Park RTD Park-N-Ride on Hwy 285. The address is 26137 Conifer Rd, Aspen Park, CO.

A special opportunity to view hummingbirds at feeders in yards in the region from Pine Junction to Bailey.
Broad-tailed will be numerous, and very good chances for Calliope and Rufous, too. And other fun birds might
be seen, too, like Band-tailed Pigeon and Evening Grosbeak. We will carpool from the meeting spot.  
 

Nederland

Wednesday, July 29

8:15 AM - 1:00 PM

Jill Boice & Edward "Buzz" Schaumberg  (Email: jill@booksandcats.net  Phone: 303-981-8856)

Trail Difficulty: Easy

Maximum Participants: 8

Directions: See Narrative

This trip is designed around a visit to Wild Bear Nature Center, which received a small grant from DFO this
year. Their facility burned down last year and they are building a new environmentally conscious visitor center.
We will meet at Mud Lake Open Space. Mud Lake is about a  mile north of Nederland on Highway 72.  Going
north from Nederland the left turn to the open space is well marked.  There we will be met by Sally Brady,
WBNC’s community engagement co-ordinator. There will also be a few attendees from Environment for the
Americas. Mud Lake will have a busy variety of mountain birds around the shore edges. From there we will



walk and bird about a mile on easy trails to the new facility for a short tour. A liability waiver must be signed to
be on the construction site.(will be provided)  After the tour we return to our cars and will condense down to 2-3
cars. We will drive to County Road 14, up to Eldora Ski Area, stopping a several pullouts and by Lake Peterson
to look for Red Crossbills. Finally, we will return to Nederland for a brief stop at Barker Reservoir and then
return to our cars at Mud Lake. Likely birds in addition to crossbills includes Pine Siskin, Pygmy Nuthatches,
Hermit Thrush, Brown Creeper and Stellar’s Jay. 
 

Tucker Gulch (Developing Birder Trip)

Thursday, July 30

4:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Ryan Corda  (Email: ryan.corda@colorado.edu  Phone: 3038547514)

Trail Difficulty: Easy

Maximum Participants: 8

Directions: Meet at Tucker Gulch at East Street just south of 1st Street in Golden

Join us for an exploration of Tucker Gulch in search of some interesting birds! The riparian corridor should
host a nice array of birds, with a variety of year-round residents and breeding birds. Of course, birders of all
experience levels are welcome. We'll be using some of the identification tips and habitat concepts found in the
"BIRD BOMBS: Habitat Blast: Riparian Zone" BIRD BOMBS episode:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vd3aHNdvvbA 
 

Join us for an exploration of Tucker Gulch in search of some interesting birds! The riparian corridor should
host a nice array of birds, with a variety of year-round residents and breeding birds. Of course, birders of all
experience levels are welcome. We'll be using some of the identification tips and habitat concepts found in the
"BIRD BOMBS: Habitat Blast: Riparian Zone" BIRD BOMBS episode:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vd3aHNdvvbA 
Plan for up to 2 miles of walking, mostly on paved paths. Bring binoculars, water, a snack, and layers. There are
no restrooms on our route, but there is a nearby gas station if you'd like to stop beforehand. 
 

Summer Hummers at Lyons

Friday, July 31

8:00 AM - 10:30 AM

Susan Blansett  (Email: susanblansett@gmail.com  Phone: 303-475-2718)

Trail Difficulty: Easy

Maximum Participants: 12

Directions: Meet at the parking lot west of the public restrooms in Sandstone Park in Lyons.

Enjoy watching the hummingbird action at the feeders at Raymond Davis's home in the foothills near
Lyons. We can hope for four species of hummers: Broad-tailed, Rufous, Calliope and Black-chinned. There are
also other feeders and nesting boxes, and a variety of other foothills birds may be observed. We'll mostly be
viewing the feeder area with minimal walking.  
 

Sand Creek Park (Developing Birder Trip)

Friday, July 31

6:00 PM - 8:30 PM

Gary Witt & Jill Boice  (Email: gdwitt61@gmail.com  Phone: 303-905-6985)



Trail Difficulty: Easy

Maximum Participants: 15

Directions: We will meet in the furthest west (largest) parking lot at the park (about a block west of Fitzsimmons light rail

station). Enter the parking lot off of Fitzsimons Parkway. This is about a block east of Peoria and on the south side of

Sand Creek. 

This is a trip in collaboration with Sand Creek Regional Greenway Partnership. We will bird along the Sand
Creek channel upstream of Bluff Lake and explore the nearby wetlands, riparian tree galleries, and anywhere
else there may be some avian life. This will be an easy walking tour mostly on concrete sidewalks and level
ground. We hope to see waterfowl, raptors, and a variety of passerines. This is an excellent trip for beginning
birders and scheduled for the evening when it has cooled down and after individuals have returned home from
work. There are bathrooms at the parking lot but not along the trail.  
 

Park Hill Park

Sunday, August 2

6:15 AM - 9:45 AM

Linda Purcell  (Email: purcellzz@hotmail.com  Phone: 13035037989)

Trail Difficulty: Easy

Maximum Participants: 5

Directions: Meet at the parking lot for the former golf course at 4141 E 35th Ave, Denver, CO 80207. The lot is on the

north side of 35th, just east of Colorado Blvd.

 This recurring field trip, supporting the Denver Audubon Denver Bird Project, is part of collective effort by
the organization to understand and protect Denver's urban wildlife. The 155 acre Park has, for the most part,
been undisturbed, and generally underbirded due to inaccessibility, since the Park Hill Golf Course closed in
2018. This month, we hope to see vegetation in the large stormwater wetlands retention area and associated
drainage and pond at the north and east areas of the park support late  summer fledgling species.  An improved
sprinkler system have encouraged wild and weedy vegetation within the park.  In addition to mature trees
throughout, and there are feeders in the SE area of the park at the adjacent homes.  The neighborhood is friendly
and social - and love to discuss the birds and other wildlife!   Thereis  almost no historical data (see bar chart)
for Aug, Sept, Oct., it is important to fill in these gaps as the use, vegetation, and visitation habits have been
altered.    Wear layers, good shoes, a hat, sunscreen, bring water and a snack, binoculars and a camera if you
wish. Rated easy, although there will be quite a bit of weedy bushwacking on generally level ground. There are
no toilets at the Park, come prepared! 
 

Lair o' the Bear Park (Jefferson County) (Developing Birder Trip)

Monday, August 3

7:30 AM - 10:30 AM

Shay Lyons  (Email: saratone@gmail.com  Phone: 3034085182)

Trail Difficulty: Moderate

Maximum Participants: 8

Directions: Hwy 285 So/West or C-470 to Morrison (Hwy 74), continue through Morrison and westward past Idledale and

a few more miles up the highway. Entrance is on the left. Watch speed through Morrison and Idledale.

Riparian/foothill scrub habitats with ponderosa pine buzzing with nesting, feeding, and fledging activity of
dippers, flycatchers, vireos, grosbeaks, goldfinches, hummingbirds. Trails are narrow in places with
approximately 200-ft elevation gain and loss on the loop away from and above Bear Creek. Expect to share the



trail with runners, bikers, and horses, but will be a little less busy on a Monday morning. Composting toilets
near the parking lot. Trip of 2.5 to 3 miles. Bring water, sunscreen, bug spray, a hat, snacks, and binocs. Chilly
at 7:30a.m. but might be hot later. 
 

Denver Botanic Gardens at Chatfield

Saturday, August 8

8:50 AM - 10:30 AM

David Suddjian & Judy McKeon  (Email: dsuddjian@gmail.com  Phone: 831-713-8659)

Trail Difficulty: Easy

Maximum Participants: 8

Directions: On Deer Creek Rd west of S Wadsworth Blvd, south of C-470.

Enjoy hummers at the flowers of the Botanic Garden and other birds, too. We might see fours species of
hummers. Minimal walking. If it is not too warm and folks wish to continue on after 10:30 we will have the
option of exploring more or visiting another nearby spot. Plan for warm weather with liquids, hat and sunscreen.
There is an entry fee for the Botanic Gardens. 
 

South Platte Park--South End

Friday, August 14

8:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Cynthia Breidenbach & Julia Gwinn  (Email: thebreidenbachs1@comcast.net  Phone: 3038756516)

Trail Difficulty: Moderate

Maximum Participants: 10

Directions: Meet at parking lot adjoining the South Platte Reservoir.  The reservoir is just north of Chatfield off of C-470.

Take C-470 to the Wadsworth Blvd exit and turn north onto Wadsworth.  Turn right (east) on West Chatfield Avenue and

follow the road for 1.5 miles. Make a sharp turn right at the sign that says South Platte Reservoir and follow the access

road around to the parking lot.

Join us as we explore the lakes and river at South Platte Park in Littleton. Year-round birds include
kingfishers, woodpeckers, nuthatches, raptors, finches, herons and sparrows. Summer birds include warblers,
egrets, catbirds, and flycatchers. Our walk is approximately 2 miles on cement and dirt trails with no elevation
gain. The bird walk is rated as moderate because we MAY cross a cement walkway with large boulders. No
special equipment is required but expect some light scrambling if we choose this path. Trails can be muddy
following precipitation. Bring binoculars, water, snacks, sunscreen and appropriate clothing layers. Scopes and
cameras are welcome. A vault toilet restroom is available at the beginning of the walk near the parking area.
This will be the only restroom and it will be our first stop once we leave the parking lot. 
 

Staunton State Park (Jefferson County)

Sunday, August 23

7:00 AM - 11:30 AM

Timothy Condon  (Email: timothycondonrn@gmail.com  Phone: 303-717-1836)

Trail Difficulty: Moderate

Maximum Participants: 12

Directions: See Narrative

We will be meeting at the Aspen Park Park and Ride and carpooling to the Staunton. This is a moderate
hike with potential for short, steep inclines. We will hike 2-4 miles on either the Davis Ponds Trail or a portion



of the Mason Creek Trail. Habitat can include ponderosa pine, aspen, mountain riparian, meadows, and cliffs.
Species may include a variety of woodpeckers, thrushes, flycatchers, vireos, kinglets, nuthatches, and raptors.
Our focus will be on observing bird behavior, analyzing field marks, and sounds. All levels of birders welcome. 
 

Chatfield State Park - Marina sandspit

Saturday, August 29

7:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Joey Kellner  (Email: vireo1@comcast.net  Phone: 303-594-3638)

Trail Difficulty: Moderate

Directions: From the park perimeter road near the eastern entrance, proceed to the Marina and park and meet in the

Killdeer Parking Area directly adjacent to the Marina Sandspit.

This is a once a month (dates vary) four hour bird trip. We will bird several locations inside Chatfield State
Park to cover a variety of habitats while looking and listening for species present in season. Come prepared for
varying weather and trail conditions. March - May --> we will be looking for spring migrants, while building
skills to identify resident birds June - July --> we will look for evidence of birds breeding inside the park
August - November --> we will look for fall migrants and early wintering species December - NO BIRD FIELD
TRIP (Instead, please consider helping out with the Denver Christmas Bird Count)! January - February --> we
will be looking at year-round resident birds and wintering species. 
 

Bluff Lake Nature Center

Saturday, August 29

8:00 AM - 10:45 AM

Jason Bidgood  (Email: jbidgood@hotmail.com  Phone: 303-919-4591)

Trail Difficulty: Easy

Maximum Participants: 8

Directions: From I-70 East, go south on Havana Street and left onto E 29th Dr, which then joins Martin Luther King Jr

Blvd. Continue on Martin Luther King Jr Blvd to Bluff Lake Nature Center in the park on left side.

Birding, and then time to join in the DFO Summer Picnic, right here at Bluff Lake. Bluff Lake offers a great
range of habitat: wetland, yucca, and large cottonwoods. This attracts a variety of raptors and songbirds.
Restrooms are available at the building near the parking lot.  Paths are easy walking trails. We’ll be walking
about 2 miles Bring plenty of water, sunscreen. Scopes are optional. 
 

Denver City Park (Denver County)

Saturday, August 29

8:00 AM - 10:30 AM

Shay Lyons  (Email: saratone@gmail.com  Phone: 3034085182)

Trail Difficulty: Easy

Maximum Participants: 8

Directions: Meet at the Denver City Park Pavilion. Enter the park at any of 3 entrances – east side off Colorado Blvd at

22nd Ave (Denver Museum of Nature + Science), NW corner at 23rd Ave and York, or SW off 17th Ave across from East

HS. Follow signs to City Park Pavilion and park in small lot next to pavilion (NW end of Ferril Lake). 

Welcome to my patch! Let's enjoy birding at City Park, with time after to go to the DFO Summer Picnic!
We'll meet at the Pavillion, walk up the south side of the park along Ferril Lake and the Lily Pond, through the
native plant/playground and pinetum, then back along the north side of Ferril Lake to Duck Lake, and the



arboretum directly west of the Pavillion. Surfaces included paved walkways, crushed gravel, and grass. Bring
water, a hat, sun block, layers, and binocs.  
 

First Creek at Denver Open Space

Saturday, August 29

8:00 AM - 10:30 AM

Ryan Corda  (Email: ryan.corda@colorado.edu  Phone: 3038547514)

Trail Difficulty: Easy

Maximum Participants: 8

Directions: Meet in parking lot of First Creek at DEN Open Space on 56th Ave just west of Pena Blvd. Take 56th Ave

from west or I-70 to Pena, then north to 56th Ave.  Exit left at bottom of ramp, drive under Pena overpasses about 2

blocks west.  Parking lot is on right (north).

A birding excursion, then time after to get to the DFO picnic! Expect riparian-cottonwood prairie species.
We will walk 1.5 miles of paved path along the creek upstream to Tower Road and back. We may also visit
Buckley Road, a closed pedestrian-bicycle strip that shares Rocky Mountain Arsenal NWR's east boundary
fence. And we'll check First Creek's cottonwood groves and prairie dog town for raptors. Bring water and
snacks. At present there are no restrooms at this location. The closest service stations are on Tower Road (Green
Valley Ranch) and East 40th (Montebello). 
 

Rocky Mountain Arsenal NWR

Saturday, August 29

8:00 AM - 10:30 AM

Carly Crow  (Email: Carlycrow09@gmail.com  Phone: 7062675268)

Trail Difficulty: Easy

Maximum Participants: 8

Directions: Meet at the Arsenal Visitors Center, 6550 Gateway Rd, Commerce City, CO. General directions: On I-70 east,

take exit 278, turn left onto Quebec St, turn right onto E 64th Ave, turn left onto Trenton St, continue onto Gateway Rd to

Visitor Center.

Enjoy birding, with time to go to the DFO Summer Picnic, too. We will sample some birding hotspots at
the ever popular Arsenal. Plan for a mix of water birds and migrant prairie land birds, hopefully some
shorebirds, and maybe something unusual. We will carpool from the meeting spot.  
 

Prewitt and Jackson Reservoirs

Sunday, August 30

5:00 AM - 6:30 PM

Joey Kellner  (Email: vireo1@comcast.net  Phone: 303-594-3638)

Trail Difficulty: Strenuous

Directions: Meet at the parking lot for Target on the northside of West 50th Ave, west of Kipling St.

We'll start at Prewitt Reservoir looking for migrant land birds and shorebirds. After lunch we will depart for
Jackson Reservoir via dirt back roads and again search for migrant birds. Prepare with sunscreen, long pants
and bug spray and bring plenty of water! This is a long, all day outing with LOTS of walking on uneven
ground. Bring breakfast, lunch, plenty of snacks and drinks/water. Just shy of 2 hours drive from meeting place
to birding. Participants will need a Habitat stamp/permit for entry to Colorado State Wildlife Areas. Register
online or contact the leader. 



 

Common Poorwill Evening (Developing Birder Trip)

Sunday, August 30

6:45 PM - 9:15 PM

David Suddjian & Ryan Dibala  (Email: dsuddjian@gmail.com  Phone: 831-713-8659)

Trail Difficulty: Easy

Maximum Participants: 8

Directions: Meet at Ken Caryl 470 Park n Ride lot, near the north side. 7450 Shaffer Pkwy

Littleton, CO 80127

Experience the magic of the evening in the hogbacks at private Ken Caryl Ranch as we seek the Common
Poorwill. Poorwills are a common inhabitant of the area and we expect to hear them, and hopefully we will see
some, too. Enjoy the coming of evening and night, and learn about the bird community of the hogbacks.
Poorwills are uually pretty active in late summer when the weather is good. Plan for 1.5 miles of of walking on
a dirt road with a gentle grade. No restrooms available.  
 

Washington Park

Monday, August 31

6:30 AM - 9:00 AM

Ryan Corda  (Email: ryan.corda@colorado.edu  Phone: 3038547514)

Trail Difficulty: Easy

Maximum Participants: 8

Directions: Meet in the parking lot on the east side of Grasmere Lake accessed from E. Mississippi Ave. and S. Franklin

St.

Late August and early September is a great time to see late summer species at Washington Park! The two
WP pollinator gardens will be blooming and beautiful. These gardens have only been developed in the last few
years, and they are attracting new species, including hummers, that were not often seen before.  Check this link
https://www.fanswashingtonpark.org/pollinator-corridor for details about the pollinator corridor project, Wash
Park bit, and, for likely species, see the eBird bar chart https://ebird.org/barchart?r=L343087 We will look for
birds, bees, flowers - and resident mammals! This will be a breakfast time stroll with frequent stops to observe
habitat between Grasmere Lake and Smith Lake. Bring binoculars, hat, camera if you wish, and a Colorado bird
field guide if you have one. Bring a snack, water, and coffee or tea if you are inclined. There are park toilets. It
might be buggy - the birds are hopeful! This is very easy walking, however we will be in grass and not always
on paved paths. 
 

Chatfield State Park - Marina sandspit

Saturday, September 26

7:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Joey Kellner  (Email: vireo1@comcast.net  Phone: 303-594-3638)

Trail Difficulty: Moderate

Directions: From the park perimeter road near the eastern entrance, proceed to the Marina and park and meet in the

Killdeer Parking Area directly adjacent to the Marina Sandspit.

This is a once a month (dates vary) four hour bird trip. We will bird several locations inside Chatfield State
Park to cover a variety of habitats while looking and listening for species present in season. Come prepared for
varying weather and trail conditions. March - May --> we will be looking for spring migrants, while building



skills to identify resident birds June - July --> we will look for evidence of birds breeding inside the park
August - November --> we will look for fall migrants and early wintering species December - NO BIRD FIELD
TRIP (Instead, please consider helping out with the Denver Christmas Bird Count)! January - February --> we
will be looking at year-round resident birds and wintering species. 
 


