
Upcoming DFO Field Trips
 

Alderfer/Three Sisters Park

Thursday, September 3

6:30 AM - 11:00 AM

David Suddjian  (Email: dsuddjian@gmail.com  Phone: 831-713-8659)

Trail Difficulty: Moderate

Maximum Participants: 8

Directions: Meet at the informal park n' ride lot just east of the Morrison Phillips 66 clock tower. This is on the NW

corner of the

intersection of C-470 and Morrison Road. Take Morrison Road west from C470 and turn right at the first road and then

into the lot near the gas station.

Let's try something different! On this field trip we will try to "only" use the scientific names (aka "Latin
names") of birds (and plants) as we find and call out species. We will also connect with the common names to
help us learn what we are talking about - but our challenge will be to stick with the scientific names. So, not
"Hey, Western Bluebird!" but rather, "Hey, Sialia mexicana!" You will find it helpful and instructive to be
familiar with the scientific nomenclature, as it is interesting and informs our understanding of species'
relationships and taxonomy. And it will be a fun challenge! Participants are guaranteed to learn new things! We
will find a variety of forest and woodland species, with a chance for American Three-toed Woodpecker,
Townsend's Warbler, and maybe lots of bluebirds -- err, make that Picoides dorsalis, Setophaga townsendi, and
Sialia sp. We will hike in a loop of about four miles along single track trails on gentle to sometimes moderate
gradients, with some rocky patches. Bring good walking shoes, snack and drink. Restroom at the trailhead, and
there is the "green door," if needed. We will carpool from the meeting spot. No worries if you are not familiar
with the scientific names - this is a chance to learn. 
 

Tucker Gulch (Developing Birder Trip)

Thursday, September 3

4:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Ryan Corda  (Email: ryan.corda@colorado.edu  Phone: 3038547514)

Trail Difficulty: Easy

Maximum Participants: 8

Directions: Meet at Tucker Gulch at East Street just south of 1st Street in Golden

Join us for an exploration of Tucker Gulch in search of some interesting birds! The riparian corridor should
host a nice array of birds, with a variety of year-round residents and fall migrants. Of course, birders of all
experience levels are welcome. We'll be using some of the identification tips and habitat concepts found in the
"BIRD BOMBS: Habitat Blast: Riparian Zone" BIRD BOMBS episode:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vd3aHNdvvbA 
 

Join us for an exploration of Tucker Gulch in search of some interesting birds! The riparian corridor should
host a nice array of birds, with a variety of year-round residents and fall migrants. Of course, birders of all
experience levels are welcome. We'll be using some of the identification tips and habitat concepts found in the
"BIRD BOMBS: Habitat Blast: Riparian Zone" BIRD BOMBS episode:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vd3aHNdvvbA 
Plan for up to 2 miles of walking, mostly on paved paths. Bring binoculars, water, a snack, and layers. There are



no restrooms on our route, but there is a nearby gas station if you'd like to stop beforehand. 
 

Confluence Open Space (Aurora)

Friday, September 4

8:00 AM - 10:30 AM

Cynthia Cestkowski  (Email: cestkowc@comcast.net  Phone: 303-550-0905)

Trail Difficulty: Moderate

Maximum Participants: 8

Directions: Meet at the parking area for the Coal Creek Arena at 20255 East 6th Ave in Aurora.

Confluence Open Space is a 60 acre natural area in Aurora that is not open to the public. It is home to
nesting Bald Eagles and can only be visited August-November, with permission from the Aurora Open Space
Division. There are ponds, wetlands and cottonwood trees to explore. We will walk about 1.5 miles. There are
no formal trails so long pants and sturdy shoes are recommended. Confluence Open Space is located about
¼mile east of our Coal Creek Arena meeting place.  We will drive to the open space.  A portable restroom is
available at Coal Creek Arena. Please bring binoculars, water, sunscreen and bug spray. Scopes could be helpful
if you have one, and the leader will have one to share.  There are few checklists for this location so it will be
very nice to have DFO come visit and add to the birding data here!   
 

Louviers (town) and DuPont Open Space (Douglas County)

Saturday, September 5

6:30 AM - 10:00 AM

David Suddjian & Anne Craig  (Email: dsuddjian@gmail.com  Phone: 831-713-8659)

Trail Difficulty: Moderate

Maximum Participants: 10

Directions: From Santa Fe Blvd (Hwy 85) take the Louviers exit onto Kelly Avenue. Contine toward the mountains for

just over 1.0 mile. Turn left into the parking lot for DuPont Open Space, just before the steep hill into the heart of town.

Founded in 1908 as the company town for a DuPont dynamite factory (closed in 1980s), Louviers ("Loo-
VEERS") today is a leafy haven of quiet streets, gardens, bird feeders and often numerous birds. We'll bird in
the town and a little in the adjacent DuPont Open Space which includes grassland and scrub areas, planted
woodlots, and lots of riparian forest along the Plum Creek corridor. We'll be looking for migrants and often this
area has a nice variety of birds. Plan for 2.5 miles of walking. We can hope for hummingbirds, woodpeckers
and nuthatches, flycatchers, bluebirds and sparrows. Bring water, snacks and sun protection. Restroom at the
meeting spot only.  We will conclude with a simple potluck brunch at sheltered tables in the Open Space. 
 

Tucker Gulch (Developing Birder Trip)

Thursday, September 10

4:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Ryan Corda  (Email: ryan.corda@colorado.edu  Phone: 3038547514)

Trail Difficulty: Easy

Maximum Participants: 8

Directions: Meet at Tucker Gulch at East Street just south of 1st Street in Golden

Join us for an exploration of Tucker Gulch in search of some interesting birds! The riparian corridor should
host a nice array of birds, with a variety of year-round residents and fall migrants. Of course, birders of all
experience levels are welcome. We'll be using some of the identification tips and habitat concepts found in the



"BIRD BOMBS: Habitat Blast: Riparian Zone" BIRD BOMBS episode:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vd3aHNdvvbA 
 

Join us for an exploration of Tucker Gulch in search of some interesting birds! The riparian corridor should
host a nice array of birds, with a variety of year-round residents and fall migrants. Of course, birders of all
experience levels are welcome. We'll be using some of the identification tips and habitat concepts found in the
"BIRD BOMBS: Habitat Blast: Riparian Zone" BIRD BOMBS episode:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vd3aHNdvvbA 
Plan for up to 2 miles of walking, mostly on paved paths. Bring binoculars, water, a snack, and layers. There are
no restrooms on our route, but there is a nearby gas station if you'd like to stop beforehand. 
 

Fountain Creek Regional Park (El Paso County)

Friday, September 11

5:30 AM - 12:30 PM

Linda Purcell & Judy McKeon  (Email: purcellzz@hotmail.com  Phone: 13035037989)

Trail Difficulty: Moderate

Maximum Participants: 8

Directions: Meet at Lowe's in Castle Rock near the outlet stores.  I-25 south, exit at Founders/Meadows Pkwy (exit 184),

turn right (west), then right on Santa Fe Dr (Hwy 85), then right on New Beale St. Exact address 1360 New Beale St,

Castle Rock, CO 80108

 

A half-day trip during peak Fall migration! FCRP has some of the most diverse and extensive bird habitat in
El Paso County. We will search for fall migrants and residents including waterfowl, shorebirds, raptors, and
songbirds. Participants from the Denver region meet at Castle Rock at 5:30, and participants from the Colorado
Springs area can meet at 6:45 at the Nature Center. This trip is rated moderate for duration, however we'll be
mostly on improved trails. Wear layers and comfortable shoes or boots, hat, sunscreen and whatever else keeps
you comfortable. Bring water and snacks for the day. Leaders will have a scope, bring your binoculars and a
camera if you wish. Plan to walk 2 1/2 - 3 1/2 miles. Restrooms available enroute and at the park.  
 

Barr Lake State Park Bird Banding Station

Friday, September 11

7:00 AM - 10:30 AM

Charles Chase  (Email: charlesachase3@gmail.com  Phone: 720-690-4341)

Trail Difficulty: Easy

Maximum Participants: 15

Directions: Meet at the Barr Lake SP Visitor Center. State Parks pass or day pass required. From Denver, take east I-76 to

Bromley Lane, exit 22. Go east on Bromley Lane to Piccadilly Rd, then turn south for ~2 miles to park entrance and

follow road to Visitor Center.

We will meet at 7:00 AM at the Barr Lake Visitor Center, gather and bird/walk to the banding station
approximately ¼mile from the parking lot. All walking in the initial part of the trip is on even flat surfaces. We
will spend an hour from 7:30 to 8:30 at the Bird Conservancy of the Rockies banding station observing the
banding process with Banding Coordinator Meredith McBurney. There will be the opportunity to observe birds
in the hand and perhaps release birds after the banding process. We will walk around the netting area to observe
the netting process. From the station, we will walk along the dike road observing riparian birds and if there are



birds along the shore and on the water we will scope them. Scopes are suggested though the leader will have
one to share. It is likely to be cool in the morning so bring layers. Sneakers are usually adequate for this walk.
You will need a Colorado State Park pass in your vehicle to enter the park. That can be obtained from the
entrance kiosk when you enter. There is a $ 7 fee for the banding station visitor that goes to support the Bird
Conservancy banding program. Please pay that to the leader Charlie at the beginning of the trip. From Denver,
take east I-76 to Bromley Lane, exit 22. Go east on Bromley Lane to Piccadilly Rd, then turn south for ~2 miles
to park entrance and follow road to Visitor Center. There are restrooms at the Visitor Center. 
 
 

Bluff Lake Nature Center (Developing Birder Trip)

Saturday, September 12

7:00 AM - 9:30 AM

Cassandra Stroud & Lisa Pera  (Email: cassandrasadair@gmail.com  Phone: 9174996841)

Trail Difficulty: Easy

Maximum Participants: 12

Directions: From I-70 East, go south on Havana Street and left onto E 29th Dr, which then joins Martin Luther King Jr

Blvd. Continue on Martin Luther King Jr Blvd to Bluff Lake Nature Center in the park on left side.

Join us for a birding exploration of Bluff Lake! The lake, surrounding wetlands, and riparian corridor
should host a nice array of birds, with a variety of year-round residents and fall migrants. We can also look for a
rare Green Heron that has been lingering, if it sticks around! Leaders will bring a scope to share, but feel free to
bring your own. We will meet at 7:00 AM at the Bluff Lake Visitor Center. There is a restroom and drinking
fountain at the visitor center, and a few portable toilets down on the site. We will do a loop of the lake plus a
side trail, which is about 1.5 miles, on mostly gravel paths. Bring binoculars, water, a snack, and layers.  
 

Mount Zion Hawk Watch at Windy Saddle Park (Developing Birder Trip)

Saturday, September 12

8:15 AM - 1:00 PM

Ajit Antony & Liza Antony  (Email: aiantony@earthlink.net  Phone: 9144757819)

Trail Difficulty: Moderate

Maximum Participants: 11

Directions: Meet at Lookout Parking Lot at 2151 Lookout Mountain Rd in Golden.

Join this trip to the Mount Zion Hawk Watch, the only fall hawk watch in Colorado. We could see red tails,
kestrels, Cooper's, broadwings, and potentially 17 species of raptors. Identifying flying raptors is very different
from IDing them when perched. The criteria used are different, with less emphasis on color of different parts
and a greater emphasis on structure and flight style. Many of the raptors at this site can be distant but we will
focus on those that are nearer and moderate distance relatively easily findable with binoculars. Bring your
binoculars, scope if you have one, camera, bird/hawk books, drinks and sunscreen. There is a 15 minute steep
walk up to the hawk watch site, hiking poles are helpful, that's why it's rated moderately strenuous. You can
download the free Raptor ID app from Hawkwatch International available both for Android and iPhone. To
view this year's results at the Mount Zion Hawkwatch go to Hawkcount.org, click on Find a Hawk Watch in the
left sidebar, click on Colorado on the map and click on this hawk watch. 
 

Flying J Ranch (Jefferson County Open Space) (Developing Birder Trip)



Sunday, September 13

7:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Timothy Condon  (Email: timothycondonrn@gmail.com  Phone: 303-717-1836)

Trail Difficulty: Moderate

Maximum Participants: 10

Directions: Meet at the central parking lot of Flying J Ranch Park at the end of the entry road. Travel south from

Evergreen on County Hwy 73 for 6.8 miles to the main trailhead entry road. Or from U.S. 285 at Aspen Park, take

Barkley Road to County Hwy 73. Turn north and travel to the main trailhead entrance road.

A 3 to 4-hour hike. We’ll look for species in lodgepole and open ponderosa pine forest. Approximately a
3.5 mile hike over maintained trails; some off trail hiking. Wear hiking boots, bring water and snacks. 
 

Belmar Historic Park (Developing Birder Trip)

Sunday, September 13

7:30 AM - 10:30 AM

Shay Lyons  (Email: saratone@gmail.com  Phone: 3034085182)

Trail Difficulty: Easy

Maximum Participants: 10

Directions: Meet in the parking lot near the lake. Belmar Historic Park is at 800 S Wadsworth Blvd in Lakewood. From

Alameda and Wadsworth go south on Wadsworth, turn west at the light on West Ohio Ave. Drive a short two blocks to

the parking lot.

Belmar is always a treat to bird, with a good variety of habitats and birds. We may see ducks, shorebirds,
waders, woodpeckers, a variety of songbirds including some fall migrants, and we'll say goodbye to the
swallows as they head south for the winter. Most of the walk is on even ground, but the trails can get muddy
and uneven at times. Bring snacks, water, bug spray, a hat and sunscreen for an easy walk around the ponds,
and the open grasslands section if we have time. A great trip for beginners! 
 

Chatfield State Park

Wednesday, September 16

6:00 AM - 8:00 AM

Cynthia Breidenbach & Joey Kellner  (Email: thebreidenbachs1@comcast.net  Phone: 3038756516)

Trail Difficulty: Easy

Directions: Meet at the Catfish Flats parking area on the west side of the reservoir. From the park's western entrance off

Wadsworth Blvd., turn right (south) onto the park perimeter road and go approximately 1/2 mile to the signed Catfish

Flats parking lot on the left.

Drop-in anytime to watch the birds as the sun rises over the reservoir in Chatfield State Park. Bring
binoculars, scopes, cameras, coffee, a lawn chair (or sit at the picnic table), and possibly a jacket. Expect to see
water fowl, herons, shorebirds, sparrows, raptors, pelicans, warblers, finches, raptors. A Colorado State Park
pass is required. Go to the Catfish Flats Parking Lot. Meet at the picnic tables near the northeast corner of the
parking lot. Vault toilets are available at the southwest corner of the parking lot. Sunrise time for 9/16/2026 is
6:42 am. Nautical twilight begins at 5:43 am and civil twilight at 6:15 am. 
 

Leyden Lake in Arvada

Wednesday, September 16



7:00 AM - 9:00 AM

Judy McKeon & Diane Roberts  (Email: judy.mckeon@gmail.com  Phone: 215-804-7731)

Trail Difficulty: Easy

Maximum Participants: 8

Directions: Meet at the parking area for Pattridge Open Space on the south side of West 82nd, about 0.9 mile east of

Highway 93 in Arvada.  From there we will we will carpool in two cars a short way down 82nd to the trailhead for our

birding spot.

I am thrilled that Diane Roberts will be co-leading on this trip! Diane was one of the top DFO leaders for
many years. She's both knowledgeable and fun. Leyden Lake Arvada Loop is 2.1 miles and mostly riparian
habitat with an abundance of Russian Olive trees and some large oaks , the trail opens up to the small Leyden
lake. We anticipate seeing ducks, shorebirds and migrants, as well as raptors in this area. You never know what
will show up at or around the lake. 
 

Audubon Kingery Nature Center and Trails

Thursday, September 17

7:15 AM - 10:45 AM

Charles Chase  (Email: charlesachase3@gmail.com  Phone: 720-690-4341)

Trail Difficulty: Easy

Maximum Participants: 15

Directions: Meet at the Denver Audubon Nature Center parking lot.  From C-470 drive south on Wadsworth 4.4 miles.

Turn left at Waterton Canyon Road and an almost immediate left into the Nature Center parking lot.

Denver Audubon and Bird Conservancy of the Rockiers are developing a pilot fall bird banding project at
Chatfield Reservoir this fall. We have an opportunity to learn about the science and effort involved with
banding birds to learn about their migratory process. We will meet at the NORTH end of the Kingery Nature
Center Parking lot near the outdoor bathrooms at 7:15 AM. From there we will bird/walk to the banding station
approximately 1/4 mile away on an easy dirt path. We will spend an hour or so at the banding station learning
about the birding banding process and science and hopefully releasing a few birds. From there we will bird
nearby trails, 1-2mile slow walk along the South Platte River and trails associated with the Kingery Nature
Center. Wear long pants (not shorts) due to bare-leg-unfriendly plants such as poison ivy, thistles, and
knapweed. The trails are all cleared and dirt and relatively easy to navigate. The section from the Audubon
Center to the banding station is mobility-limited accessible. The birding section of the trip is on dirt paths that
are clear with minimal slope but are not always level. Please direct any questions to me Charlie Chase at
Charlesachase3@gmail.com 
 

Tucker Gulch (Developing Birder Trip)

Thursday, September 17

4:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Ryan Corda  (Email: ryan.corda@colorado.edu  Phone: 3038547514)

Trail Difficulty: Easy

Maximum Participants: 8

Directions: Meet at Tucker Gulch at East Street just south of 1st Street in Golden

Join us for an exploration of Tucker Gulch in search of some interesting birds! The riparian corridor should
host a nice array of birds, with a variety of year-round residents and fall migrants. Of course, birders of all
experience levels are welcome. We'll be using some of the identification tips and habitat concepts found in the



"BIRD BOMBS: Habitat Blast: Riparian Zone" BIRD BOMBS episode:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vd3aHNdvvbA 
 

Join us for an exploration of Tucker Gulch in search of some interesting birds! The riparian corridor should
host a nice array of birds, with a variety of year-round residents and fall migrants. Of course, birders of all
experience levels are welcome. We'll be using some of the identification tips and habitat concepts found in the
"BIRD BOMBS: Habitat Blast: Riparian Zone" BIRD BOMBS episode:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vd3aHNdvvbA 
Plan for up to 2 miles of walking, mostly on paved paths. Bring binoculars, water, a snack, and layers. There are
no restrooms on our route, but there is a nearby gas station if you'd like to stop beforehand. 
 

Rueter-Hess Reservoir (Douglas Co.)

Friday, September 18

7:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Robert Sanchez & Heather Sanchez  (Email: sanchezrh@msn.com  Phone: 3038844707)

Trail Difficulty: Moderate

Maximum Participants: 12

Directions: Meet at the entrance gate for Reuter Hess Reservoir at the south side of Hess Road across from Angel Road in

Parker.

We will enter Reuter-Hess Reservoir at the main entrance, off of Hess Road west of Chambers and across
from Double Angel Road. Rangers will conduct an inspection of watercraft and personal flotation devices, then
direct participants to the main parking area, where we will gather. Participants should tell rangers they are part
of Denver Field Ornithologists or Denver Audubon to enter free of charge. Watercraft must meet Reuter-Hess
regulations (e.g.,non-motorized craft such as paddle boards, kayaks, or canoes) and must be free of soil and dirt
to enter to avoid introducing contaminants from other bodies of water. Personal flotation device must have a tag
showing approval by the US Coast Guard. See https://www.douglasco.gov/rueter-hess-recreation/rules-and-
regulations/ for regulations. We will stage at the parking/picnic area, then launch our boats and park our
vehicles. We plan to follow the birds, most likely skirting the shoreline observing shore birds, ducks and geese,
perching birds in shrubs and trees near the shore, and other birds observable by boat. In addition to the required
watercraft and personal flotation device, please bring appropriate clothing, sun and insect protection, and water.
In a May 2026 birding by boat event, we identified 25 bird species, including Canadian geese, American coots,
Western grebes, great blue herons, Western meadowlarks, and spotted sandpipers, among other birds. 
 

Confluence Open Space (Aurora)

Friday, September 18

8:00 AM - 10:30 AM

Cynthia Cestkowski  (Email: cestkowc@comcast.net  Phone: 303-550-0905)

Trail Difficulty: Moderate

Maximum Participants: 8

Directions: Meet at the parking area for the Coal Creek Arena at 20255 East 6th Ave in Aurora.

Confluence Open Space is a 60 acre natural area in Aurora that is not open to the public. It is home to
nesting Bald Eagles and can only be visited August-November, with permission from the Aurora Open Space
Division. There are ponds, wetlands and cottonwood trees to explore. We will walk about 1.5 miles. There are
no formal trails so long pants and sturdy shoes are recommended. Confluence Open Space is located about



¼mile east of our Coal Creek Arena meeting place.  We will drive to the open space.  A portable restroom is
available at Coal Creek Arena. Please bring binoculars, water, sunscreen and bug spray. Scopes could be helpful
if you have one, and the leader will have one to share.  There are few checklists for this location so it will be
very nice to have DFO come visit and add to the birding data here!   
 

McCabe Meadows Trailhead

Monday, September 21

8:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Denise Reznicek & Sue Summers  (Email: rufhummingbird@aol.com  Phone: 3039086379)

Trail Difficulty: Easy

Maximum Participants: 12

Directions: From Main St intersection in Parker, go south on Parker Rd (CO 83) for 1.2 miles. Turn right on Indianpipe

Ln and right into McCabe Meadows parking lot in Salisbury Park (Parker Regional Park).

Join us to explore McCabe Meadows as we do some fall birding along Cherry Creek. We'll be hiking along
the Cherry Creek trail for 3-4 miles. Habitat includes ponds, creek, willow and riparian areas. Bring snacks,
water. Please meet 7:45 AM for the 8:00 AM trip. Bathrooms are available at the parking lot 
 

Tucker Gulch (Developing Birder Trip)

Thursday, September 24

4:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Ryan Corda  (Email: ryan.corda@colorado.edu  Phone: 3038547514)

Trail Difficulty: Easy

Maximum Participants: 8

Directions: Meet at Tucker Gulch at East Street just south of 1st Street in Golden

Join us for an exploration of Tucker Gulch in search of some interesting birds! The riparian corridor should
host a nice array of birds, with a variety of year-round residents and fall migrants. Of course, birders of all
experience levels are welcome. We'll be using some of the identification tips and habitat concepts found in the
"BIRD BOMBS: Habitat Blast: Riparian Zone" BIRD BOMBS episode:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vd3aHNdvvbA 
 

Join us for an exploration of Tucker Gulch in search of some interesting birds! The riparian corridor should
host a nice array of birds, with a variety of year-round residents and fall migrants. Of course, birders of all
experience levels are welcome. We'll be using some of the identification tips and habitat concepts found in the
"BIRD BOMBS: Habitat Blast: Riparian Zone" BIRD BOMBS episode:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vd3aHNdvvbA 
Plan for up to 2 miles of walking, mostly on paved paths. Bring binoculars, water, a snack, and layers. There are
no restrooms on our route, but there is a nearby gas station if you'd like to stop beforehand. 
 

Barr Lake State Park Bird Banding Station

Friday, September 25 - Monday, September 28

7:00 AM - 10:30 AM

Charles Chase  (Email: charlesachase3@gmail.com  Phone: 720-690-4341)

Trail Difficulty: Easy

Maximum Participants: 15



Directions: Meet at the Barr Lake SP Visitor Center. State Parks pass or day pass required. From Denver, take east I-76 to

Bromley Lane, exit 22. Go east on Bromley Lane to Piccadilly Rd, then turn south for ~2 miles to park entrance and

follow road to Visitor Center.

We will meet at 7:00 AM at the Barr Lake Visitor Center, gather and bird/walk to the banding station
approximately ¼mile from the parking lot. All walking in the initial part of the trip is on even flat surfaces. We
will spend an hour from 7:30 to 8:30 at the Bird Conservancy of the Rockies banding station observing the
banding process with Banding Coordinator Meredith McBurney. There will be the opportunity to observe birds
in the hand and perhaps release birds after the banding process. We will walk around the netting area to observe
the netting process. From the station, we will walk along the dike road observing riparian birds and if there are
birds along the shore and on the water we will scope them. Scopes are suggested though the leader will have
one to share. It is likely to be cool in the morning so bring layers. Sneakers are usually adequate for this walk.
You will need a Colorado State Park pass in your vehicle to enter the park. That can be obtained from the
entrance kiosk when you enter. There is a $ 7 fee for the banding station visitor that goes to support the Bird
Conservancy banding program. Please pay that to the leader Charlie at the beginning of the trip. From Denver,
take east I-76 to Bromley Lane, exit 22. Go east on Bromley Lane to Piccadilly Rd, then turn south for ~2 miles
to park entrance and follow road to Visitor Center. There are restrooms at the Visitor Center. 
 
 

South Platte Park--South End

Friday, September 25

8:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Cynthia Breidenbach & Julia Gwinn  (Email: thebreidenbachs1@comcast.net  Phone: 3038756516)

Trail Difficulty: Moderate

Maximum Participants: 10

Directions: Meet at parking lot adjoining the South Platte Reservoir.  The reservoir is just north of Chatfield off of C-470.

Take C-470 to the Wadsworth Blvd exit and turn north onto Wadsworth.  Turn right (east) on West Chatfield Avenue and

follow the road for 1.5 miles. Make a sharp turn right at the sign that says South Platte Reservoir and follow the access

road around to the parking lot.

Join us as we explore the lakes and river at South Platte Park in Littleton. Year-round birds include
kingfishers, woodpeckers, nuthatches, raptors, finches, herons and sparrows. There may be some fall migrating
warblers and waterfowl. Our walk is approximately 2 miles on cement and dirt trails with no elevation gain. The
bird walk is rated as moderate because we MAY cross a cement walkway with large boulders. No special
equipment is required but expect some light scrambling if we choose this path. Trails can be muddy following
precipitation. Bring binoculars, water, snacks, sunscreen and appropriate clothing layers. Scopes and cameras
are welcome. A vault toilet restroom is available at the beginning of the walk near the parking area. This will be
the only restroom and it will be our first stop once we leave the parking lot. 
 

Chico Basin Ranch (Developing Birder Trip)

Saturday, September 26

5:00 AM - 3:30 PM

Ryan Corda & Ryan Dibala  (Email: ryan.corda@colorado.edu  Phone: 3038547514)

Trail Difficulty: Moderate

Maximum Participants: 12



Directions: Meet at Lowe's in Castle Rock near the outlet stores.  I-25 south, exit at Founders/Meadows Pkwy (exit 184),

turn right (west), then right on Santa Fe Dr (Hwy 85), then right on New Beale St. Exact address 1360 New Beale St,

Castle Rock, CO 80108

 

Let's explore El Paso County's #1 eBird hotspot, Chico Basin Ranch, to see bird banding in action and
search for fall migrants! We'll start at the woodlands where Bird Conservancy of the Rockies will be banding
birds, before venturing out to Headquarters' Pond and Rose's Pond. Plan for up to 3 miles of walking, mostly on
uneven ground. Bring binoculars, water, and lunch. Long pants are recommended. Porta-potties will be nearby
about half the time. 
 

Let's explore El Paso County's #1 eBird hotspot, Chico Basin Ranch, to see bird banding in action and
search for fall migrants! We'll start at the woodlands where Bird Conservancy of the Rockies will be banding
birds, before venturing out to Headquarters' Pond and Rose's Pond. Plan for up to 3 miles of walking, mostly on
uneven ground. Bring binoculars, water, and lunch. Long pants are recommended. Porta-potties will be nearby
about half the time. 
Denver-area participants will meet in Castle Rock at 5 am and will rendezvous with anyone coming from the
south in Fountain at 6 am; we'll all then head to the ranch together. We'll depart by 1 pm, and Denver-area
participants should expect to return to our meeting spot by 3:30 pm. 
 

Let's explore El Paso County's #1 eBird hotspot, Chico Basin Ranch, to see bird banding in action and
search for fall migrants! We'll start at the woodlands where Bird Conservancy of the Rockies will be banding
birds, before venturing out to Headquarters' Pond and Rose's Pond. Plan for up to 3 miles of walking, mostly on
uneven ground. Bring binoculars, water, and lunch. Long pants are recommended. Porta-potties will be nearby
about half the time. 
Denver-area participants will meet in Castle Rock at 5 am and will rendezvous with anyone coming from the
south in Fountain at 6 am; we'll all then head to the ranch together. We'll depart by 1 pm, and Denver-area
participants should expect to return to our meeting spot by 3:30 pm. 
As we approach the trip, we'll send out a link and password for participants to purchase their ticket to visit the
ranch ($15/person). At least one co-leader will drive, and we'll need one to two volunteer drivers. 
 

Chatfield State Park - Marina sandspit

Saturday, September 26

7:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Joey Kellner  (Email: vireo1@comcast.net  Phone: 303-594-3638)

Trail Difficulty: Moderate

Directions: From the park perimeter road near the eastern entrance, proceed to the Marina and park and meet in the

Killdeer Parking Area directly adjacent to the Marina Sandspit.

This is a once a month (dates vary) four hour bird trip. We will bird several locations inside Chatfield State
Park to cover a variety of habitats while looking and listening for species present in season. Come prepared for
varying weather and trail conditions. March - May --> we will be looking for spring migrants, while building
skills to identify resident birds June - July --> we will look for evidence of birds breeding inside the park
August - November --> we will look for fall migrants and early wintering species December - NO BIRD FIELD
TRIP (Instead, please consider helping out with the Denver Christmas Bird Count)! January - February --> we
will be looking at year-round resident birds and wintering species. 



 

Colorado 103 near Mt Blue Sky

Saturday, September 26

7:00 AM - 1:00 PM

David Suddjian  (Email: dsuddjian@gmail.com  Phone: 831-713-8659)

Trail Difficulty: Easy

Maximum Participants: 8

Directions: Meet at the Stegosaurus parking lot just south of I-70, exit 259.  Drive under the freeway to the second left

turn. The parking lot is at the base of the Hogback, near the Hawk Watch location.

Birds Plus+ Tree Identification. This trip will combine birding along Colorado 103 with a focus on learning
to identify and appreciate the various conifer tree species that occur in our Front Range region forests. And
aspen color, too! will ascend from about 7,700 feet at Bergen Park to nearly 11,000 feet and learn to identify
nine different tree species in the forests as we climb higher in elevation. Special study materials will be
provided to participants to enrich this part of our effort. Birds may not be too plentiful or diverse at this season
and elevation, but we may find Canada Jay, American Three-toed Woodpecker, Pine Grosbeak, Red Crossbill,
Red-naped or Williamson's Sapsucker, Brown Creeper and Townsend's Solitaire, and migrants are possible. We
will carpool from the meeting spot. There are restroom opportunities at intervals. Bring lunch, snacks and
drinks, sunscreen, hat and sturdy shoes. We will have short walks at several stops.  
 

Confluence Open Space (Aurora)

Friday, October 2

8:00 AM - 10:30 AM

Cynthia Cestkowski  (Email: cestkowc@comcast.net  Phone: 303-550-0905)

Trail Difficulty: Moderate

Maximum Participants: 8

Directions: Meet at the parking area for the Coal Creek Arena at 20255 East 6th Ave in Aurora.

Confluence Open Space is a 60 acre natural area in Aurora that is not open to the public. It is home to
nesting Bald Eagles and can only be visited August-November, with permission from the Aurora Open Space
Division. There are ponds, wetlands and cottonwood trees to explore. We will walk about 1.5 miles. There are
no formal trails so long pants and sturdy shoes are recommended. Confluence Open Space is located about
¼mile east of our Coal Creek Arena meeting place.  We will drive to the open space.  A portable restroom is
available at Coal Creek Arena. Please bring binoculars, water, sunscreen and bug spray. Scopes could be helpful
if you have one, and the leader will have one to share.  There are few checklists for this location so it will be
very nice to have DFO come visit and add to the birding data here!   
 

South Republican WMA and Pipit Hill

Sunday, October 4

6:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Gary Witt  (Email: gdwitt61@gmail.com  Phone: 303-905-6985)

Trail Difficulty: Strenuous

Maximum Participants: 12

Directions: Meet near Bennet off I-70 at the south side of the King Sooper's parking lot. Take I-70 east to the Bennet Exit

and go north. Turn left on West Market Place Drive, and then right into the King's Sooper's lot.



Sprague's Pipit is the target bird for this weekday trip. This species is an infrequent visitor to the Eastern
Plains of Colorado on its southward fall migration. We will visit Pipit Hill to search for them close to the tiny
town of Hale, almost to the Kansas border. After Pipit Hill we will proceed east through the South Republican
River State Wildlife Area (SWA) looking for various resident and migrant species.  
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town of Hale, almost to the Kansas border. After Pipit Hill we will proceed east through the South Republican
River State Wildlife Area (SWA) looking for various resident and migrant species.  
We will carpool from the meeting spot at Bennett in up to four vehicles (three volunteer drivers will be needed).
Any interested participants from south of the Denver area can arrange to meet the group in Limon. Our caravan
will head east on Interstate 70 with a stop in Burlington for a restroom and coffee/snack break at approximately
8:00 AM) before heading north to our destination. After Burlington, restrooms will be limited to vault toilets in
permanent buildings in a few places within the SWA.  
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8:00 AM) before heading north to our destination. After Burlington, restrooms will be limited to vault toilets in
permanent buildings in a few places within the SWA.  
We may have the opportunity to see a few eastern species such as Red-headed Woodpecker, Northern Cardinal,
Baltimore Oriole, Eastern Bluebird, and perhaps a Longspur. Our count for this trip in 2025 was 44 species. The
trip difficulty is rated Strenuous for the long travel distance, full day, and open field walking on somewhat
unsteady terrain. Each person needs a Colorado SWA pass or a fishing/hunting license to enter the SWA.  
 

Sprague's Pipit is the target bird for this weekday trip. This species is an infrequent visitor to the Eastern
Plains of Colorado on its southward fall migration. We will visit Pipit Hill to search for them close to the tiny
town of Hale, almost to the Kansas border. After Pipit Hill we will proceed east through the South Republican
River State Wildlife Area (SWA) looking for various resident and migrant species.  
We will carpool from the meeting spot at Bennett in up to four vehicles (three volunteer drivers will be needed).
Any interested participants from south of the Denver area can arrange to meet the group in Limon. Our caravan
will head east on Interstate 70 with a stop in Burlington for a restroom and coffee/snack break at approximately
8:00 AM) before heading north to our destination. After Burlington, restrooms will be limited to vault toilets in
permanent buildings in a few places within the SWA.  
We may have the opportunity to see a few eastern species such as Red-headed Woodpecker, Northern Cardinal,
Baltimore Oriole, Eastern Bluebird, and perhaps a Longspur. Our count for this trip in 2025 was 44 species. The
trip difficulty is rated Strenuous for the long travel distance, full day, and open field walking on somewhat
unsteady terrain. Each person needs a Colorado SWA pass or a fishing/hunting license to enter the SWA.  
Bring water, sunscreen, and lunch/snacks for this full day of birding on the Eastern Plains. 



Prospect Park (Wheat Ridge Greenbelt)

Saturday, October 10

7:30 AM - 10:30 AM

Shay Lyons  (Email: saratone@gmail.com  Phone: 3034085182)

Trail Difficulty: Easy

Maximum Participants: 10

Directions: From I-70 exit 267, take Kipling south about 3/4 mile and turn right (west) on 44th Avenue. Go 1 mile and

look for the entrance to Prospect Park (small sign) on left (south side). Follow park road south past and around Prospect

Lake on right to parking lot (by restrooms and picnic shelter).

October 10th is World Migratory Bird Day! Come out and join millions of people supporting birds by
birding at one of DFO's favorite birding hotspots. We'll walk 2-3 miles on mostly paved, some dirt, some
boardwalk surfaces, exploring 3 or 4 lakes and some woodlands depending on time. Expect to see some year
round and early migratory ducks, shorebirds, woodpeckers, raptors, and we'll say goodbye and hello to our
favorite migrants. Bring water, snacks, sunscreen, bug spray, and binoculars. You're welcome to bring a scope
if you have one, and the trip leader will be bringing theirs. This is a great trip for developing and experienced
birders alike! 
 

Wetland Park, Sand Creek Regional Park (Developing Birder Trip)

Saturday, October 10

9:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Gary Witt & Jill Boice  (Email: gdwitt61@gmail.com  Phone: 303-905-6985)

Trail Difficulty: Easy

Maximum Participants: 10

Directions: Wetland Park (6102 E. 52nd Ave). There is a parking lot at the east end of E. 52nd. It is part of the Sand Creek

Regional Park system.

This is a trip in collaboration with the Sand Creek Regional Greenway Partnership. We will bird along the
Sand Creek riparian corridor in and around Wetland Park (6102 E. 52nd Ave, Commerce City, CO). This will
be an easy walking tour mostly on concrete sidewalks and level ground. We hope to see waterfowl, raptors, and
a variety of passerines (including some likely fall migrants). This is an excellent trip for beginning birders and
scheduled as a leisurely Saturday morning stroll. Please be careful coming and going from this location as this
is an industrial portion of the city with large trucks moving around on the nearby roads. There is a small parking
area (approximately 12 spaces) at this location with some additional parking allowed along E. 52nd Ave just
east of the lot. Carpooling will be a great help if it can be arranged. There is one locked restroom at this
location, and we are currently working to confirm that it will be open on that date. However, this may not be the
case so plan accordingly. The nearest restrooms are a Walmart that is a 7-minute drive to the north (5990 Dahlia
St.) and The Avenues shopping area that is a 7-minute drive to the southeast (8340 E. Northfield Blvd). Do not
hesitate in adding your name to the waitlist. We will attempt to accommodate everyone that has interest in
participating within the constraints of the available parking.  
 

Confluence Open Space (Aurora)

Wednesday, October 21

8:00 AM - 10:30 AM

Cynthia Cestkowski  (Email: cestkowc@comcast.net  Phone: 303-550-0905)



Trail Difficulty: Moderate

Maximum Participants: 8

Directions: Meet at the parking area for the Coal Creek Arena at 20255 East 6th Ave in Aurora.

Confluence Open Space is a 60 acre natural area in Aurora that is not open to the public. It is home to
nesting Bald Eagles and can only be visited August-November, with permission from the Aurora Open Space
Division. There are ponds, wetlands and cottonwood trees to explore. We will walk about 1.5 miles. There are
no formal trails so long pants and sturdy shoes are recommended. Confluence Open Space is located about
¼mile east of our Coal Creek Arena meeting place.  We will drive to the open space.  A portable restroom is
available at Coal Creek Arena. Please bring binoculars, water, sunscreen and bug spray. Scopes could be helpful
if you have one, and the leader will have one to share.  There are few checklists for this location so it will be
very nice to have DFO come visit and add to the birding data here!   
 

Clear Creek Trail

Wednesday, October 21

4:00 PM - 6:30 PM

Linda Purcell  (Email: purcellzz@hotmail.com  Phone: 13035037989)

Trail Difficulty: Moderate

Maximum Participants: 6

Directions: Meet in the small parking lot on the south side of E. 74th, just west of the Platte River.

This late afternoon trip will focus on waterfowl and late fall/early winter species of migrants and winter
inhabitants. There is no hotspot for this stretch, however the nearby hotspot of South Platte E. 74th Ave. area
shows alot of variety. We will be exploring a stretch of Clear Creek that is seldom birded, especially this time of
year! We will meet at the location listed, and then carpool to a couple of spots along Clear Creek, visiting small
reservoirs as well as the Creek itself. Bring water, snack, good shoes as we'll be doing bushwacking over
uneven ground to access the riparian area and Creek banks. Binoculars, and a camera if you wish. This is the
last bit of Clear Creek Birding Adventure series moving downstream - the field trip series started on a very
brisk morning, Dec 1, 2025, with Discovery #1, Lowell Ponds Open Space! 
 

Denver City Park (Denver County) (Patch Birding Trip)

Sunday, October 25

7:30 AM - 11:00 AM

Patrick O'Driscoll  (Email: patodrisk@gmail.com  Phone: 303-885-6955 mobile)

Trail Difficulty: Easy

Maximum Participants: 12

Directions: Meet at rock garden parking inside southeast corner of City Park. Take Colorado Blvd to Montview Blvd

stoplight, turning west through gateway pillars into small traffic circle. Exit south on the park road, going all the way

down, curving west into parking loop meeting spot.

As autumn deepens, we'll scan City Park for late migrants (we had a few warblers, a kinglet and a
yellowthroat a year ago this week) and any new arrivals for the winter (waterfowl especially, including Hooded
Mergansers, but also solitaires, gulls, juncos and other sparrows). The weather may dictate who shows up when.
25-35 species are quite possible. This is my 2-3 x a week patch, and I'll show you spots where year-round
residents and seasonal visitors might be. Dress for the weather, bring water/snacks. There are several porta-
johns around the park. We'll meet at the City Park Rock Garden parking loop in the SE corner of the park, south
of the museum. 



 

Heron Pond Natural Area / Heller Open Space (Denver County)

Sunday, October 25

7:30 AM - 10:45 AM

Linda Purcell  (Email: purcellzz@hotmail.com  Phone: 13035037989)

Trail Difficulty: Easy

Maximum Participants: 8

Directions: Meet at the parking lot/cul-de-sac at Heron Pond. Directions: From I-70 take Washington Street exit. Drive

north to 54th Avenue and turn right. Go east 2-3 blocks to "T" at Franklin Street. Turn right and go south to 53rd. Turn

right again and go 1 block west to parking area / turnaround. From I-25: take 58th Avenue exit, go east to Washington and

turn right. Drive south to 54th Avenue. Turn left and follow same directions to Heron Pond.

This Pond and Natural Area improvement process has been closely watched by local birders! This part
people-park &part natural area, was reclaimed from contamination and industrialization starting in the 1800's.
Now it is an unexpected refuge for waterfowl, shorebirds, songbirds and more. It sits in the shadow of recycling
yards and other urban industry. Our trip route goes around the pond and its marshlands, through fields in
neighboring Heller Open Space, then south to Carpio Sanguinette Park and South Platte River. Bring water,
snacks, sun protection. Some bushwacking, but not much. Binoculars, a camera if you wish. Leader will have a
scope. 
 

South Platte Park--South End

Friday, October 30

8:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Cynthia Breidenbach & Julia Gwinn  (Email: thebreidenbachs1@comcast.net  Phone: 3038756516)

Trail Difficulty: Moderate

Maximum Participants: 10

Directions: Meet at parking lot adjoining the South Platte Reservoir.  The reservoir is just north of Chatfield off of C-470.

Take C-470 to the Wadsworth Blvd exit and turn north onto Wadsworth.  Turn right (east) on West Chatfield Avenue and

follow the road for 1.5 miles. Make a sharp turn right at the sign that says South Platte Reservoir and follow the access

road around to the parking lot.

Join us as we explore the lakes and river at South Platte Park in Littleton. Year-round birds include
kingfishers, woodpeckers, nuthatches, raptors, finches, herons and sparrows. There may be some fall migrating
warblers and waterfowl. Our walk is approximately 2 miles on cement and dirt trails with no elevation gain. The
bird walk is rated as moderate because we MAY cross a cement walkway with large boulders. No special
equipment is required but expect some light scrambling if we choose this path. Trails can be muddy following
precipitation. Bring binoculars, water, snacks, sunscreen and appropriate clothing layers. Scopes and cameras
are welcome. A vault toilet restroom is available at the beginning of the walk near the parking area. This will be
the only restroom and it will be our first stop once we leave the parking lot. 
 

Chatfield State Park - Marina sandspit

Saturday, October 31

8:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Joey Kellner  (Email: vireo1@comcast.net  Phone: 303-594-3638)

Trail Difficulty: Moderate



Directions: From the park perimeter road near the eastern entrance, proceed to the Marina and park and meet in the

Killdeer Parking Area directly adjacent to the Marina Sandspit.

This is a once a month (dates vary) four hour bird trip. We will bird several locations inside Chatfield State
Park to cover a variety of habitats while looking and listening for species present in season. Come prepared for
varying weather and trail conditions. March - May --> we will be looking for spring migrants, while building
skills to identify resident birds June - July --> we will look for evidence of birds breeding inside the park
August - November --> we will look for fall migrants and early wintering species December - NO BIRD FIELD
TRIP (Instead, please consider helping out with the Denver Christmas Bird Count)! January - February --> we
will be looking at year-round resident birds and wintering species. 
 

Mountain Lakes and Scoter Trip

Saturday, November 7

5:00 AM - 6:00 PM

Joey Kellner  (Email: vireo1@comcast.net  Phone: 303-594-3638)

Trail Difficulty: Strenuous

Maximum Participants: 12

Directions: On Deer Creek Rd west of S Wadsworth Blvd, south of C-470.

Join an ALL-DAY search for migrant grebes, loons, scoters and other waterbirds. We will be driving a
large loop (about 360 miles) through the southern Front Range and covering bodies of water in Park, Chaffee,
Lake and Summit counties. Candidate reservoirs and lakes may be Dillon, Clear Creek, Twin, Antero, Eleven
Mile, Spinney Mountain, the Mount Elbert Forebay and others.  Bring breakfast and lunch and come prepared
for all kinds of weather and the wide variety of driving conditions November can bring. A State Parks pass is
required for the drivers of carpooling vehicles.  I will drive and take three people.  I will need to two additional
volunteer drivers that can take three people each.  This trip is tagged as "Strenuous" as it involves a long day
with lots of driving and frequently getting in and out of vehicles to scan lakes from various angles.  This trip is
more enjoyable if you bring your own spotting scope, but if you don't have one, myself and others will share
what we are seeing. :-) 
 


