
 

 

Denver Field Ornithologists Vacancy Announcement 

Job Description: Hawk Counter (salary increased, revised) 

Location: Dinosaur Ridge, Morrison, Colorado 

Job vacancy announcement closing date: February 2, 2022  

Dinosaur Ridge is located near Denver, Colorado. Denver Field Ornithologists (DFO) is looking to hire an 

Official Hawk Counter on contract for the spring season, March 16 to May 7, 2022. We seek an 

enthusiastic team member to staff this site for monitoring diurnal raptors. Duties include completing 

standardized daily migration counts of raptors, working with volunteer observers, helping visitors learn 

more about the project, and completing the end-of-day report. The team member must be able to work 

independently and without on-site supervision.  

Dinosaur Ridge is a mountaintop watch site on the east slope of the Rocky Mountains, 11 miles west of 

Denver, Colorado. Access to the official observation site is via a 0.6-mile trail with an elevation gain of 

259 feet. The trail (the Dakota Ridge Trail) originates in the Stegosaurus parking lot at 

Matthews/Winters Park in Jefferson County Open Space. The trail is steep and can be wet and muddy at 

times. The watch site has no facilities. 

Site History. Dinosaur Ridge has conducted migration counts since 2001. It is the only raptor migration 

monitoring site in Colorado and is strategically located to document a unique migration of birds in the 

central plains and mountain regions to the north. It is also the only site in the Rocky Mountain region 

collecting spring migration data, providing a unique glimpse into species ’overwintering success. The site 

is one of only 80 sites in the nation with more than ten years of data, and the data gathered at Dinosaur 

Ridge adds to the Raptor Population Index, a system for analyzing raptor trends. 

Length of Appointment. The project duration is eight weeks, from March 16-May 7, and requires a 

full season commitment. The weekly schedule is five days per week with two days off per week. The 

hours for project completion are seven hours per day, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm. On occasion, counts may be 

cancelled due to inclement weather or other prohibitive conditions. DFO provides two paid sick days for 

the season. Note: DFO may offer additional count days, 1 March-7 May, six days per week, and/or eight 

hours per day, to be determined. 

This is a contract position. The contractor is responsible to secure their own housing, binoculars, 

appropriate clothing, footwear, and electronics for data submission. Orientation for the chosen 

contractor will be held at the site where additional information will be provided. 

Qualifications. Top applicants will have previous experience identifying and counting raptors in flight, 

as well as experience leading a team of observer volunteers and engaging visitors of all ages and skills in 

conservation efforts. In addition, DFO requires the following qualifications: 

• Good eyesight 

• Ability to hike steep terrain in sometimes rocky, snowy, icy, and muddy conditions 



 

 

• Ability to endure long hours in the field in highly variable weather 

• Demonstrated birding and raptor-in-flight spotting and identification skills 

• Ability to assist new volunteer observers learn skills and gain knowledge of raptors 

• Ability to provide count consistency among all observers 

• Ability to work as part of a team, and regularly communicate with team members. 

• Ability to work independently and without on-site supervision 

• Ability to effectively communicate with members of the public and represent DFO in a friendly 

and enthusiastic manner 

• Excellent data collections skills, (detailed, accurate, and in accordance with protocols) and the 

ability to digitally log data 

• Willingness and ability to follow Federal, local and DFO Covid safety protocols, including 

properly wearing a mask if needed and maintaining social distancing 

• Full Covid-19 vaccination by season start date 

Compensation.  This position comes with compensation of $87.92/day. There will be no payroll 

withholding and the contractor will be responsible for all taxes (Self Employment and applicable income 

taxes). Denver Field Ornithologists will issue a Form 1099 at the end of the year. If contractor fails to 

perform duties for any reason, the contract is void and payment is terminated. 

How to Apply. Contact David Hill, DFO Hawk Watch Coordinator, at the link 

https://dfobirds.org/Birds/Hawkwatch.aspx and submit your resume and cover letter. Please include with 

your application all relevant experience, a statement of interest, three professional references, and 

contact information including an email address and phone number. 

This Job Announcement closes at midnight on February 2, 2022. 
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